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JSP-CPSU COMMUNIQUE URGES BANNING SPACE ARMS RACE 


OW200815 Tokyo KYODO in English 0801 GMT 20 Sep 85 


[Text] Moscow, Sept. 20 KYODO -- The Japan Socialist Party and the Soviet Communist 
Party reached a complete agreement to ban the arms race in space, a joint communique . 
issued here said Friday. Both parties shared concern about growing danger of a nuclear 
war amid intensifying tnternational tensions and agreed on the urgent and significant 
need to promote nuclear disarmament, it said. 


Denouncing the United States for promoting research and development on the "star wars" 
space antimissile defense program, the communique called for an early conclusion of an 
international arrangement to ban any plan designed to militarize outer space. The two 
parties said that the United States, Soviet Union and other nuclear powers are greatly 
responsible for nuclear disarmament, it said. 


The communique was issued after the leader of Japan's largest opposition party, Masashi 
Ishibashi, and his team had a series of talks with Communist Party General Secretary 
Mikhail Gorbachev, alternate Politburo member Boris Ponomarev and other Kremlin officials. 
Ishibashi, chairman of JSP's Central Executive Committee, its here as head uf a 13- 
member party delegation since last Saturday on a 13-day tour of the Soviet Union and 
East Germany. 


The two parties also confirmed the need to ban all nuclear tests and nuclear first strike 
and to conclude an agreement prohibiting nuclear powers from nuclear attacks against 
nonnuclear states, the communique said. 


The main Japanese opposition party welcomed superpower disarmament talks resumed in 
Geneva earlier this year and the U.S.-Soviet summit planned also in Geneva 

November 19-20. The Japanese party strongly hoped for constructive results toward 
nuclear arms through those talks, the communique said. JSP called for removal of U.S. 
Tomahawk cruise missiles, Soviet SS-20 medium-range missiles and all other nuclear 
missiles from the Asia-Pacific region. In response, the Soviet Communist Party said 

it was ready not to beef up its missile deployment in the region unless the United States 
takes action to change the strategic balance there, the communique said. 


The Japanese party showed an understanding or broad support for a Soviet proposal to 
convene an Asia-Pacific security conference. On the tense Korean peninsula, divided since 
1945, both parties sided with North Korea supporting Pyongyang's peace initiatives for 
pullout of all foreign troops from the peninsula, it said. The communique did not 
mention the Soviet-occupied northern Japanese territorfes but described it abnormal that 
no peace treaty has been corcluded between the two countries 40 years after the end of 
World War II. The two parties agreed to make efforts to pave the way for a bilateral 
peace treaty and shared the view that improvement of Japanese-Soviet ties is useful and 
essential for peace in Asta. 


Despite some difference of view, the parties reached complete agreement on many issues, 
the communique said. JSP officials said the difference of view involves the territorial 
issue which Moscow says does not “xist. Japan has repeatedly called for return of 
Etorofu, Kunashiri and Shikotan {slands and the Habomai group all located just east 


of Hokkaido. 


The Japanese Socialists and Soviet Communists pledged efforts to overcome differences 
and promote friendship, the communique said. 
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ABE BRIEFS PRESS ON 16-DAY TRIP'S AGENDA 


0W201358 Tokyo KYODO in English 0930 GMT 20 Sep 85 


[Text] Tokyo, Sept. 20 KYODO -- Foreign Minister Shintaro Abe emphasized Friday he will 
propose a joint Japan-U.S. strategy to fight protectionism in the U.S. Congress in his 
talks next week with Secretary of State George P. Shultz in New York. At the same time, 
he said he will request the United States to take independent steps to prevent the U.S 
Congress from passing protectionist legislation. He made the remarks to a group of 
reporters on the eve of his 16-day visit to the United States, Panama and Brazil. 


Abe will deliver a speech before the United Nations General Assembly Tuesday in which 

he said, he will propose U.N. reform and discuss Japan's commitment to peace and 
disarmament and the role the country has been playing in peacefully settling regional 
conflicts in Kampuchea, the Middle East and on the Korean peninsula. The foreign 
minister said that in his U.N. speech he will also call for global cooperation to promote 
a new round of multilateral trade talks and explain Japan's seven-year, 10 trillion-yen 
official development assistance (ODA) program starting next year. 


Abe said that his talks with Shultz Thursday, their 20th meeting since he became foreign 
minister, are the most crucial among his New York meetings with U.S. leaders to discuss 
rising protectionism in Congress. Although he did not refer to his meeting Thursday with 
U.S. Ambassador to Japan Mike Mansfield, a former Senate majority leader, he did warn 
that protectionist sentiment on Capitol Hill is reaching an alarming level. "In Japan, 
the tide has started changing," Abe said in reference to the government's action program, 
and other steps to boost imports and domestic demand. "Now it's America's turn to change 
the tide. 


"Japan and the United States should launch a common strategy to overcome protectionism," 
he added. 


Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone Thursday proposed economic policy coordination talks 
with the United States to correct the trade imbalance between the two countries which is 
expected to increase to 50 billion dollars this year from the 1984 level of 37 billion 
dollars. Japan has long contented that the strong dollar is chiefly responsible for the 
trade imbalance. While seeking monetary policy initiatives from Washington, Abe 
stressed: "Japan must to counter congressional pressures." 


Abe also expressed his strong determination to urge Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze, during their talks in New York Tuesday, to visit Japan for frank discussion 
on the territorial dispute over the Soviet-occupied Northern Territories and other 
pending issues between the two countries. An exchange of visits by the foreign ministers 
would be "a big step" toward a dramatic improvement in Tokyo-Moscow relations, he 
predicted. 


Abe said his talks Wednesday with his counterparts from other annual economic summit 
member countries will focus on African famine relief and the fight against drugs and 
international terrorism. Shultz and the foreign ministers of Britain, France, Italy, 
West Germany and Canada will join Abe in reviewing the Bonn summit and possibly discuss- 
ing potential items for the agenda of next year's Tokyo summit. While in New York, Abe 
will also meet with his counterparts from Iran, Iraq, South Korea, China and ASEAN and 
African countries. 
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He will arrive in Panama September 28, where he will sign a tripartite pact with U.S. and 
Panamanian representatives on a feasibility study for a second Panama canal project. Abe 
is the first Japanese foreign minister to officially visit Panama. 


He said he will discuss with Brazilian leaders bilateral economic cooperation, debts and 
a new GATT round about which the Brazilians have shown skepticism. He will return home 
October 6. 


U.S. TRADE TALKS MOVE TO HIGHER LEVEL 
0W210207 Tokyo KYODO in English 0146 GMT 21 Sep 85 


(Text] Washington, Sept. 20 KYODO -- The United States Friday urged Japan to expand domes- 
tic demand and open its markets wider to foreign products and services as high-level trade 
officials began a series of talks in Washington, Japanese officials said. The high work- 
ing-level regular trade consultations Friday followed lower-level trade committee talks 
Wednesday. Other officials also discussed matters related to bilateral trade in four key 
sectors -- telecommunications, electronics, forest products and pharmaceuticals and medi- 
cal equipment -- and energy problems Thursday and Friday. 


Japanese negotiators Friday said the U.S. side asked Japan to expand its economy by 
stimulating domestic demand as a means of redressing the mounting trade imbalance. The 
Americans also urged Japan to implement its market-opening trade package as soon as possi- 
ble, they said. The Japanese Government aunounced a market-opening "action program" on 
July 30 which is expected to be carriri out over a three-year period. 


Both sides agreed “as much as possible” to settle the remaining issues related to the 
MOSS (market-oriented, sector-selective) talks in the four sectors within the year, 
Japanese officials said. A series of these discussions will pave the way for an important 
meeting between Japanese Foreign Minister Shintaro Abe and U.S. Secretary of State George 
P. Shultz Thursday in New York, they said. 


At the high-level talks, Japanese officials told the Americans that the Japanese economy 
is shifting its emphasis from export-led growth to that fueled by domestic demand, includ- 
ing private capital investment and personal spending. They also said the Japanese Govern- 
ment is planning in early October to unveil concrete plans for expanding domestic demand, 
such as the greater use of private funds, deregulation and faster institution of the five- 
day work week. 


Japanese officials said the U.S. side highly appreciated the recent Japanese decision to 
liberalize gasoline imports from next spring, but regretted that Japanese imports of 
American coal are expected to decline greatly this year. The Japanese said American coal 
is relatively expensive, with talks on it going nowhere, the officials said. 


OFFICIAL OPPOSES EARLY CUT OF PLYWOOD TARIFF 


0W210541 Tokyo KYODO in English 0519 GMT 21 Sep 85 


{Text} Tokyo, Sept. 21 KYODO — Kenichi Kakudo, vice minister of agriculture, forestry 
and fisheries, objected Saturday to a suggestion that a tariff cut on plywood be brought 
forward to 1986, one year ahead of schedule. "I hear that the idea is being discussed 
in connection with a visit to the United States next month by a delegation of the 
Liberai-Democratic Party (LDP)," Kakudo told a press conference. 
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"But it is difficult to advance the date for the proposed tariff cut from April 1987" as 
originally scheduled under the market-opening action program announced July 30, he said. 
The tariff cut schedule was suggested Friday by LDP Secretary General Shin Kanemaru. 
Kakudo said the ruling party should advise the government in advance before making public 
such a plan. 


NAKASONE, SCHMIDT DISCUSS SDI POSITION 
0W201423 Tokyo KYODO in English 1153 GMT 20 Sep 85 


(Text] Tokyo, Sept. 20 KYODO -- Former West German Chancellor Helmut Schmidt told Prime 
Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone here Friday that Japan and West Germany should not commit 
themselves officially to support of the U.S. Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI) program. 
Meeting with Nakasone for about 40 minutes, Schmidt said the governments need not 
intervene if private businesses want to take pai. in the SDI plan, the antimissile laser 
system popularly known as "star wars." But it would be better for the two countries not 
to take some form of responsibility for the program on the government level, he said. 


Nakasone refrained from making a direct reply, but he said that discussion on the SDI 
program is now focused on its political aspect. Japan has just expressed its understand- 
ing of the program, Nakasone said without elaborating. 

PARLIAMENTARY DELEGATION RETURNS FROM PRC VISIT 

0W210917 Tokyo KYODO in English 0833 GMT 21 Sep 85 

[Text] Tokyo, Sept. 21 KYODO -- A 13-member parliamentary mission returned home Saturday 
after a nine-day visit to China. During their stay in Beijing, the inter-party group met 
Chinese Communist Party leader Hu Yaobang and Parliamentary leader Peng Zhen. Former 
Foreign Minister Masayoshi Ito led the team. 


AGRICULTURE MINISTER RETURNS FROM 3-NATION TOUR 


0W211055 Tokyo KYODO in English 0918 GMT 21 Sep 85 


[Text] Tokyo, Sept. 21 KYODO -- Moriyoshi Sato, minister of agriculture, forestry and 
fisheries, returned Saturday from a two-week tour of Morocco, France and West Germany. 
In Morocco, Sato signed an agreement permitting Japanese fishing boats to catch tuna 

inside Morocco's 200-mile economic zone. He conferred with his counterparts in France 
and West Germany on agricultur-l problems. 
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FURTHER REPORTAGE ON VISIT OF SOUTH DELEGATION 


More on Arrival 
$K210350 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 1200 GMT 20 Sep 85 


[Text] The South sidc'’s Red Cross art troups and home-visiting group arrived in 
Pyongyang today by train via Panmunjom in accordance with an agreement between the 
Red Cross organizations of the North and South for the exchange of Red Cross art 
troupes and home-visiting groups, with the 40th anniversary of the liberation of the 
fatherland as the momentum. 


The visit group consists of 151 people, with Kim Sang-hyop, president of the South 
side's Red Cross, as the group leader, and includes a 50-man art troupe, a 50-man 
home-visiting group, 20 entourage members, and 30 reporters. 


So Song-chol, Standing Committee member of the Central Committee of the Red Cross 
Society and deputy leader of our side's delegation to the North-South Red Cross 
talks, greeted the South side's Red Cross art troupe and home-visiting group at 
Panmunjom and accompanied them to Pyongyang. 


Functionaries concerned, including Yi Chong-yul, vice chairman of the Central 
Committee of the Red Cross Society and leader of our side's delegation to the North- 
South Red Cross talks, Chang Chol, chairman of the Korean [word indistinct] 
associatiou, and Wang Kyong-hak, chairman of the Pyongyang Municipal Committee of the 
Red Cross Society, greeted members of the South siie's visiting group at the 
Pyongyang railway station. A member of the youth corps gave a wreath to the president 
of the South side's Red Cross, who had arrived as the leader of the South side's 

Red Cross art troupe and home-visiting group. The president of the South side's 

Red Cross, who was leading the South side's Red Cross art troupe and home-visiting 
group, issued a statement in connection with the arrival in Pyongyang of the South 
side's visit group. Having expressed deep thanks to the fellow countrymen of the 
North, to the Pyongyang citizens, and to the personnel of the Red Cross Society 
concerned with greeting the members of the South side's visit group with warm love 
for the fellow countrymen, he said the visit to the North by separated families and 
artists for the first time since division was an event that deserved to be 

recorded in the history of division. 


Delegation Views Film 
SK201057 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1041 GMT 20 Sep 85 


[Text} Pyongyang September 20 (KCNA) -- The members of the Red Cross art troupe and 
home-visiting group of the South Korean side led by Kim Sang-hyop, president of 

the South Korean Red Cross, appreciated the documentary film "Pyongyang Today" at 
the Pyongyang Koryo Hotel on September 20. Seeing the film together with them were 
Yi Chong-yul, vice-chairman of the Central Committee of the Red Cross Society and 
head of the delegation of our side to the North-South Red Cross talks, and other 
officials concerned. 


Attends Palace Banquet 
SK202305 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1510 GMT 20 Sep 85 


[Text] Pyongyang September 20 (KCNA) -- The Central Committee of the Red Cross 
Society of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea arranged a banquet this 
evening at the People's Palace of Culture for the Red Cross art troupe and home- 
visiting group of the South side now in Pyongyang. Invited to the banquet were the 
members of the Red Cross art troupe and home-visiting group headed by Kim Sang-hyop, 
president of the South Korean Red Cross, suite members and reporters. 
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Yi Chong-yul, vice-chairman of the Central Committee of the DPRK Red Cross Society and 
head of the North side delegation to the North-South Red Cross talks, Chang Chol, 
chairman of the Korean Entertainment Association, and personages concerned were present 
at the banquet. In his speech Yi Chong~-yul welcomed the members of the South Korean 
Red Cross art troupe and home-visiting group who have come to Pyongyang, an ancient 
city with a brilliant history, in the meaningful year marking the 40th anniversary of 
the historical national liberation. 


The opening of the road of mutual visits of compatriots in the North and South, pulliig 
through the barrier of division frozen for a long time, is the fruition of the strong 
will and aspiration of our fellow countrymen not to tolerate the sufferings and tragedy 
of division any longer, he noted, and said: Though the North-South Red Cross talks 
have been suspended for over ten years due to the grave situation created in the 
country, we have never forgotten even a moment the long sufferings of the dispersed 
families and reletives. 


With the giving and receiving of relief goods between the North and the South in autumn 
last year as an occasion, the humanitarian talks came to be resumed and bear such a 
good result as the exchange of the Red Cross art troupes and home-visiting groups as 

it is today. This shows that if the two Red Cross organizations of the North and 

South pool wisdom and strength in their joint efforts, they will do a great thing in 
humanitarian work and in the course of promoting national reunification. When Red 
Cross officials of both sides understand each other and continue the humantarian talks, 
overcoming all difficulties, separated fellow countrymen will be able to freely travel 
across the Military Demarcation Line, from North to South and from South to North, 
people who have missed each other have emotional reunion and the whole nation live with 
hope looking forward to the dawn of national reunification. To bring earlier that 
hopeful day our Cred Cross Society, he stated, will do as ever everything it can for the 
successful North-South Red Cross talks. 


The South Korean Red Cross president spoke next. Expressing warm compatriotic frater- 
nity for the cordial reception of his visiting group, he said he would make efforts to 
bring earlier the day of the realisation of the national aspiration of the entire 
fellow countrymen for unification. 


Inspects People's Study Hall 
SK210542 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0532 GMT 21 Sep 85 


[Text] Pyongyang September 21 (KCNA) -- Kim Sang-hyop, presidert of the South Korean 
Red Cross, and his entourage inspected the Grand People's Study House today. They were 
accompanied by Yi Chong-yul, vice-chairman of the Central Committee of the DPRK Red 
Cross Society and head of the delegation of our side to the North-South Red Cross talks. 


Tours Historical Museum 
SK211051 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1039 GMT 21 Sep 85 


[Text] Pyongyang September 21 (KCNA) -- President of the Red Cross of the South side 
Kim Sang-hyop and his suite members visited the Korean Central History Museum today. 

Yi Chong-yul, vice-chairman of the Central Committee of the DPRK Red Cross Society and 
head of our side's delegation to North-South Red Cross talks, accompanied them. They 
went round exhibits, hearing explanation that our people, resourceful and talented, had 
created a long history and a brilliant culture as a homogenous nation from olden times. 


Visits Student Palace 
$K212252 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1505 GMT 21 Sep 85 


[Text] Pyongyang September 21 (KCNA) -- Kir Sang-hyop, president of the South Korean 
Red Cross, and his entourage and its home-visiting group visited the Pyongyang Students 
and Children's Palace in the afternoon. 


IV. 23 Sep 85 D 3 NORTH KOREA 


They were accompanied by Yi Chong-yul, vice-chairman of the Central Committee of the 
DPRK Red Cross Society and head of the delegation of our side to the North-South Red 
Cross talks. They dropped in various circle rooms of the grand and modern palace with 
a floor space of the 50,000 square metres which has more than 200 research rooms and 
activity rooms to ensure leisure-time activites of over 10,000 students a day. They 
saw the happy sight of our children who are growing to be fine workers equipped with 
knowledge, good moral character and good health. Then members of the Red Cross art 
troupe and the home-visiting groups of the South side appreciated a performance given 
by the palace art circle members. 


Meets Families 21 Sep 
§K211515 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1500 GMT 21 Sep 85 


[Text] Pyongyang September 21 (KCNA) -- Members of the Red Cross home-visiting group 

of the South Korean side today met their families and relatives at Pyongyang Koryo 

Hotel. Yi Chong-yul, vice-chairman of the Central Committee of the Red Cross Society 
and head of the delegation of our side to the North-South Red Cross talks, and Kim 
Sang-hyop, president of the South Korean Red Cross, appeared at the venue of the reunion. 
20 of the members of the home-visiting group met their families and relatives. 


The families and relatives and the members of the visiting group hugged each other and 
conversed with each other, inquiring after the kith and kin whom they had longed to see 
for dozens oi years, never forgetting them for a moment. The families and relatives in 
the North told the members of the visiting group that the barrier of division must be 
pulled down at an early date and they should live together in a reunifed land. They ex- 
changed souvenirs. The families and relatives dined with the members of the visiting group. 


Their reunion showed how bitter the sufferings of national division are and stirred up 
ardent desire for reunification. But the South Korean side obstructed the free re- 
union of members of the home-visiting group with their families and relatives. It sent 
its members into the place of reunion, who barred members of the home-visiting group 
from having an open-hearted, free conversation in a family atmosphere, tape-recording 
their conversations. Svch inhumanitarian act of the South Korean side was denounced by 
the members of the visiting group and home and foreign reporters. 


Meets Families 22 Sep 
SK230535 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0522 GMT 23 Sep 85 


[Text] Pyongyang September 22 (KCNA) -- Members of the Red Cross home-visiting group 
of the South side now in Pyongyang had reunion with their families and relatives at 
Pyongyang Koryo Hotel on September 22, too. 20 members of the visiting group met their 
families and relatives on September 21 and from 0905, this morning 15 other members 

had an emotional reunion with their families and relatives whom they had longed for. 
Preseni at the place of reunion were Yi Chong-yul, vice-chairman of the Central Commit- 
tee of the DPRK Red Cross Society and head of the delegation of the North side to the 
North-South Red Cross talks, and Kim Sang-Hyop, Red Cross president of the South side. 


The families and relatives and members of the home-visiting group conversed with each 
other hand in hand, inquiring after their kith and kin whom they would like to see and 
meet. The families and relatives in the North explained in detail their happy life to 
their kith and kin from the South, proudly introduced the warm bosom of our socialist 
system to which they feel all the more grateful as days pass by and expressed their 
determination to fight vigorously to bring earlier the reunification of the country 
divided due to the interference of cutside forces. 


In the reunion, the North side provided with sincerity all conveniences for the families 
and relatives in all matters including procedures and methods of reunion and the place 
and time on principle of compatriotism and humanitarianism. 


IV. 23 Sep 85 D4 NORTH KOREA 


As a result, 35 among 50 members of the Red Cross home-visiting group from the South who 
have come to Pyongyang in accordance with an agreement on the exchange of home-visiting 
groups between the Red Cross organisations in the North and the South on the occasion 
of the 40th anniversary of national liberation met their 41 families and relatives in 
the North. 


The reunion between the kith and kin in Pyongyang and Seoul showed that though the 
barrier of division stands in one territory, no force can divide the warm hearts of 
fellow countrymen or break the firm will of our people to live together in a unified land. 


The families and relatives exchanged souvenirs with members of the home-visiting group 
after having lunch together. 


Art Tyvoupe Hotds Premiere 
SK211012 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1000 GMT 21 Sept 85 


[Text] Pyongyang September 21 (KCNA) -- The Seoul art troupe which has come here in 
accordauce with the agreement on the exchange of art troupes between the North and South 
Red Cross organizations on the occasion of the 40th anniversary of national liberation 
gave its premiere this afternoon at the Pyongyang Grand Theatre. Seeing the performance 
were Yi Chong-yul, vice-chairman of the Central Committee of the DPRK Red Cross Society 
and head of the delegation of our side to the North-South Red Cross talks, Wang Kyong-hak, 
chairman of the Pyongyang Municipal Committee of the Red Cross Society, entertainment 
association, and working people of different strata and artists in the city. President 
of the South Korean Red Cross Kim Sang-hyop, and suite [as received] and reporters of the 
South Korean side also saw the performance. 


Visits Mansudae Theater 
SK221104 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1053 GMT 22 Sep 85 


[Text] Pyongyang September 22 (KCNA) -- Members of the Seoul art troupe now in 

Pyongyang visited the Mansudae Art Theatre this morning. They went round the outside of 
the grand and beautiful theatre built in our unique architectural style before being 
briefed on the proud history of the theatre and saw with keen interest the modernly- 
equipped inside of the theatre such as the auditorium, stage, various training rooms, big 
and small rest rooms and make-up rooms. They were deeply impressed by the fact that our 
artistes are bringing the chuche-based national art into bloom at the grand seat of art 
where conditions for performance, training and rest are provided on the highest level. 


Group Tours Metro 
SK221023 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1014 GMT 22 Sep 85 


[Text] Pyongyang September 22 (KCNA) -- Kim Sang-hyop, Red Cross president of the 
South side, and his entourage and some members of the home-visiting group went round 

the Pyongyang Metro this morning. They were accompanied by Yi Chong-yul, vice-chairman 
of the Central Committee of the DPRK Red Cross Society and head of the delegation of our 
side to the North-South Red Cross talks. They arrived at Kwangpok station and went down 
to the station yard by a step-elevator and saw with keen interest a large mural 

painting 3.6 m high and 70 m long. 


While visiting Konguk, Hwangkumpol, Konsol and cther stations by an electro-motor car, 
they saw mosaic, gorgeous mural paintings, beautiful chandeliers and marble pillars 
describing the spirit of our resourceful and industrious people. They were deeply 
impressed by the excellent construction of Pyongyang Metro as a monumental edifice of 
eternal value. 
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Tours Maternity Hospital 
SK221028 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1017 GMT 22 Sep 85 


[Text] Pyongyang September 22 (KCNA) -- President of the Red Cross Kim Sang-hyop, his 
entourage and members of the home-visiting group of the South side visited the Pyongyang 
.Maternity Hospital on September 22. They were accompanied by Yi Chong-yul, vice- 
chairman of the Central Committee of that DPRK Red Cross Society and head of the dele- 
gation of our side to the North-South Red Cross talks. They were struck with wonder when 
they were briefed in the main entrance hall with a 40-metre jewel decorated marble floor 
that the Pyongyang Maternity Hospital is a general medical service centre for women 

which has a floor space of more than 60,000 square metres and 20,030 rooms for various 
purp»> +: and 1,500 beds. Then they went round diagnosis, treatment, visitors and other 
ro | ,uipped with latest facilities and appliances. 


Views Music, Dance Performance 
SK221031 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1020 GMT 22 Sep 85 


[Text] Pyongyang September 22 (KCNA) -- The Red Cross art troupe and ...we-visiting 
group led by Kim Sang-hyop, Red Cross president of the South side, appreciated a music 
and dance performance of artistes in Pyongyang at the February 8 House of Culture this 
morning. The performance was appreciated also by Yi Choug-yul, vice-chairman of the 
Central Committee of the Red Cross Society and head of the delegation of the North side 
to the North-South Red Cross talks, and working people in the city. 1,000 artistes who 
raised the curtain with the chorus ''May the Fatherland Prosper" presented colorful num- 
bers such as the dance “Snow Falls", the vocal solo and Kayagum ensemble "Let's Sing 
Our Life in Blossom", the folk song duet "On the Bank of the Nodul River", the folk 
dance "Enjoying the Moon" and soprano solo "Socialist Paradise". The performers ex- 
cellently represented the pride and happiness of our people, their love for the country 
and the staunch mettle of the nation with a high artistic skill to be applauded by the 
audience. 


Art Troupe Performs 22 Sep 
SK230539 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0529 GMT 23 Sep 85 


[Text] Pyongyang September 22 (KCNA) -- The Seoul art troupe now in Pyongyang gave its 
second-day performance at the Pyongyang Grande Theatre this afternoon. The performance 
was appreciated by Kang Sok-sung, advisory member of the delegation of our side to the 
North-South Red Cross talks, the members of the delegation of our side to the North- 
South Red Cross talks including So Song-chol, Standing Committee member of the Certral 
Committee of the Red Cross Society and deputy head of the delegation of our side to the 
North-South Red Cross talks, and advisory members, leading officials of science, edu- 
cation, culture and art and the press, artistes, repor.ers, editors and working people 
of all walks of life in the city. 


The Seoul art troupe put on stage various numbers including folk songs, songs and 
dances such as folk dances "Masked Dance" and "Fan Dance". Watching the performance 

of the Seoul art troupe which has come to Pyongyang across the barrier of division for 
the first time in the 40 year long history of division, the spectators further deepened 
the desire to bring earlier the day of reunification for the common development and 
efflorescence of our long standing national culture and art. 
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Group Sees Circus Performance 


SK230543 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0533 GMT 23 Sep 85 


[Text] Pyongyang September 22 (KCNA) -- The Red Cross art troupe and the home-visiting 
growp of the South side appreciated a circus performance at the Pyongyang Circus 
Theatre on September 2. Invited to see the performance were Red Cross President of the 
South Side Kim Sang-hyop, members of the art troupe and the home-visiting group, suite 
members and reporters. Seeing the performance together with them were Yi Chong-yul, 
vice-chairman of the Central Committee of the Red Cross Society and head of the delega- 
tion of North side to the North-South Red Cross talks, working people of all walks of 
life in the city. 


Our acrobats put on stage colorful numbers including "Swinging Duet", "Rope Playing", 
"Three-Stage Swing Flight" and jugglery showing resourcefulness and talent of our 
nation, its noble and valiant spiritual world, optimistic life and traditional customs. 
The members of the art troupe and the home-visiting group of the Soutn side warmly 
acclaimed the performers, not concealing their emotion, captivated by the circus pieces 
during the performance. 


Pyongyang Committee Fetes Group 
SK230656 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0634 GMT 23 Sep 85 


[Text] Pyongyang September 23 (KCNA) -- The Pyongyang Municipal Administrative and 
Economic Guidance Committee arranged a reception on the evening of September 22 at the 
Ongiiyu Restaurant for the Red Cross art troupe and home-visiting group of the South 
side. Invited there were the members of the Red Cross art troupe and home-visiting 
group led by Kim Sang-hyop, Red Cross president of the South side, suite members and 
press corps members. 


Kang Hui-won, chairman of the Pyongyang Municipal Administrative and Economic Guidance 
Committee, Yi Chong-Yul, vice-chairman of the Central Committee of the Red Cross Society 
and head of the delegationof the North side to the North-South Red Cross talks, and 
officials concerned were present. In his speech at the reception, Kang Hui-won welcomed 
the members of the Red Cross art troupe and home-visiting group of the South side who 
have come to Pyongyang, a time-honored ancient city, crossing the barrier of division 
for the first time in the four decades of territorial division and national split. 
Noting that when fellow countrymen in the North and South hold contacts frequently and 
exchange views, they can melt the cold frost of distrust and misunderstanding frozen 

for the 40 years and achieve the unity of the whole nation to open a broad avenue to 
national reunification, he declared: We should not let the division of the territory 
and the nation continue any longer. The North and the South, he said, should promote 
reconciliation, trust and unity, not antagonism, jealousy and confrontation, Lying on 
this road are peace, peaceful reunification and the prosperity of the nation, he noted, 
and said: Our Pyongyang citizens and the entire people in the northern half of the 

DPRK will make every effort possible as ever to achieve great national unity and 
national reunification on the principle of the July 4 North-South joint statement, a 
common landmark of the North and the South. 


The Red Cross president of the South side spoke next. He, on behalf of the group of 
the South side, expressed thanks for the warm hospitality accorded to it, and said: We 
should strive continuously and energetically in the future, too, till free travel, 
correspondence and the permanent reunion of separated families have been realised. 


A performance was given by our artistes at the reception. The Central Committee of the 
Red Cross Society gave souvenirs to the entire sembers of the Red Cross art troupe and 
home-visiting group of the South side, suite members and reporters. 
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Group Leader Meets Yi Chong~-yul 
$K230649 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0632 GMT 23 Sep 85 


[Text) Pyongyang September 23 (KCNA) -- Yi Chong-yul, vice-chairman of the Central 
Commitee o the Red Cross Society and head of the delegation of our side to the North- 
South Red Cross talks, Monday called on Kim Sang-hyop, president of the South Korean 
Red Cross, who has come to Pyongyang leading a Red Cross are troupe and a hone- 
visiting group. Present there were officials of the Central Committee of the ..ed 
Cross Society. A conversation took place on the occasion. Vice-Chairman Yi Chong-yul 
gave a souvenir to the South Korean Red Cross president. 


Group Leaves Pyongyang 
SK240621 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0609 GMT 23 Sep 85 


[Text] Pyongyang September 23 (KCNA) -- All the members of the Red Cross art troupe 
and home-visiting group of the South side who had come to Pyongyang in accordance with 
the agreement on the exchange of Red Cross art troupes and home-visiting groups between 
the North and South Red Cross organisations on the occasion of the 40th anniversary 

of national liberation left Pyongyang this morning by special train after concluding 
their visit. They were seen off at Pyongyang Railway Station by Yi Chong-yul, 
vice-chairman of the Central Committee of the Red Cross Society and head of the 
delegation of the North side to the North-South Red Cross talks, and officials con- 
cerned. A children's union member presented a bouquet to Kim Sang-hyop, president of 
the South Korean Red Cross, going back to Seoul. Prior to the departure of the South 
side's visiting group from Pyongyang, the Red Cross president of the South side 
published a statement at Koryo Hotel where it had stayed. He expressed sincere thanks 
to the fellow countrymen in the North and Pyongyang citizens for their kindess and 
hospitality accorded the members of the visiting group of the South side. Back to 
Seoul, I will convey the warm feelings of the fellow countrymen in the North to the 
people in the South, he added. 


So Song-chol, Standing Committee member of the Central Committee of the DPRK Red 
Cross Society and deputy head of the delegation of the North side to the North-South 
Red Cross talks, saw off the South side's visiting group at Panmunjom. The Red 
Cross art troupe and home-visiting group of the South side went back through 
Panmunjom at noon. ‘ 


FURTHER REPORTAGE ON NORTH GROUP IN SEOUL 
Son Song-pil Arrival Statement 


$K202320 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1525 GMT 20 Sep 85 


[Text] Seoul September 20 (KCNA correspondent) -- The Red Cross art troupe and home- 
visiting group of our side arrived in Seoul this noon in accordance with the agreement 
on the exchange of art troupes and home-visiting groups between the North and South 
Red Cross organisations on the occasion of the 40th anniversary of national liberation. 
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The 15l-member delegation of our side led by Son Song-pil, chairman of the Central 
Committee of the Red Cross Society, consists of a 50-member art troupe, a 50-member 
home-visiting group, a 20-member suite and a 30-member press corps. They were met 

in front of the hotel by Yi Yong-tok, vice-president of the South Korean Red Cross 

and chief delegate of the South side to the North-South Red Cross talks, and personages 
concerned. 


Along the road from Panmunjom to Seoul and at villages an' on Seoul streets, many South 
Korean compatriots of various circles waved to the motorcade of our side's members in 
welcome. Chairman Son Song-pil published a statement before home and foreign reporters 
upon the arrival of our side's Red Cross art troupe and home-visiting group in Seoul. 
He, to begin with, conveyed warm greetings of the entire people of the northern half 

of the Republic to the South Korean people and figures at various circles and said it 
was really an emotional event for the Pyongyang art troupe and home-visiting group to 
come to Seoul and have reunion for the first time in the 40-year long history of 
division. 


When songs and dances peculiar to our nation are put on a Seoul theatrical stage by the 
Pyongyang art troupe and the members of the home-visicing group have emotion-charged 
reunion with their families and relatives, it will, uo doubt, help dispel misunderstand- 
ing and distrust between North and South and promote national unity and contribute to 
paving the way for national reunification, said Son Song-pil. If all the fellow 
countrymen in the North and the South, he stressed, share the same will and pool their 
strength in the accomplishment of the common cause on the basis of the consciousness 

of national independence nursed through a long history, the wall of the division which 
has become so tall and thick in the long period of 40 years will fall down some time 
like a wet mud wall. We will do everything we can to remove misunderstanding and 
distrust and promote understanding and rejoin the severed blood vein of the nation 
through the current visit which has been arranged with so much efforts, he declared. 
Son Song-pil answered questions put by reporters. 


Troupe Head Speaks at Luncheon 
SK210919 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 0723 GMT 21 Sep 85 


[Text] On 21 September, the president of the general association of the South Korean 
artistic and cultural organizations arranged a luncheon in honor of the Pyongyang art 
troupe visiting Seoul. Attending the luncheon were Son Song-il, chairman of the Red 
Cross Society Central Committee of our side; entourage functionaries; and reporters 
aiong with the members of the Pyongyang art troupe. 


Participating in the luncheon from the South Korean side were Yi Yong-tok, vice president 
of the South Korean Red Cross Society; the president of the general associa.ion of the 
South Korean artistic and cultural organizations; Red Cross members; and artists. 


Paek In-chun, head of the Pyongyang art troupe, addressed the luncheon. He said: For 
40 years since the division of the country and the nation, we have not forgotten, even 
for a moment, the South's artists and figures of all walks of life who share the same 
blood with us. We were convinced that we would certainly meet you some time because 
the 3,000-ri land is one land and you are the same blood kin who have long lived 
harmoniously in the same land. Indeed, I cannot hold back deep emotion about the fact 
that this belief has become a reality. 


He conveyed warm compatriotic greetings from the people in the northern half of the 
republic to the Seoul citizens and the people of all walks of life in the South. 


IV. 23 Sep 85 D9 NORTH KOREA 


He said: The art performance of the Pyongyang art troupe, which will begin soon, 

will fill the fellow countrymen's hearts, which have been frozen with misunderstanding 
and distrust, with warm compatriotic love and the warm spirit of trust, which will 
help make the severed national heart line throb again. We further said: The exchange 
of performances between the art troupes will also deeply implant, through beautiful 
and refined national art, the consciousness that, even though we are divided, we are 
not unrelated, but are the same nation living in the same country and land. It will 
play a great role in increasing the spirit of runification among us and open a 
favorable phase in deepening mutual understanding through contacts between North and 
South artists, in developing national art and culture in a unified manner, and in 
providing a good atmosphere for North-South dialogue. He continued: Our nation has 
enjoyed itself by containing its noble emotions in life and its aspirations in music 
and dance, living in this beautiful land. By so doing, it has created a rich 

national cultural heritage. Correctly following and developing this cultural 
heritage, created by our ancestors, have become a basic question in brilliantly 
developing national art and culture and having them flourish, as well as in implanting 
the lofty spirit of love for the fatherland in the hearts of the fellow countrymen. 

If the national cultural inheritance is not correctly followed and developed, 

national pride and confidence cannot be heightened among the people and the irrevocable 
consequence of failing to defend even the unique traditions of national culture will 
be brought about. 


The northern half of the republic has consistently exercised the policy of actively 
reviving the excellent people-minded and progressive traditions and developing them 
in conformity with the emotions and sentiments of the people in our era, opposing 
the reactionary trend of indiscriminately reviving the past national cultural 
heritage, both good and bad, and the trend of ignoring one's own culture and 
completely accepting another's. 


He said: As a result of brilliantly embodying this chuche-oriented policy of culture 
and art, we greet the great heyday of cultural and artistic development unprecedented 
in national history. Our culture and art of today are enjoying unsparing praise at 
home and abroad. He stressed: We are artists who live with suffering and sadness 
caused by division, and artists of this land who should devotely work for the 
reunification of the country and the happiness of the fellow countrymen. Our 
artists, regardless of whether they are in the North or South, should always 
wholeheartedly feel the ardent wish of the fellow countrymen eagerly waiting for 
national reunification. Even though they sing a song and dance a step, they should 
make efforts to sing and dance so that they can serve to pull down the barriers of 
division and bring about the dawn of reunification. He stated that the artists in 
the northern half of the Republic will make all possible efforts to clear away the 
dark cloud of national division and expedite the dawn of national reunification. 


Cho Pyong-hui, president of the general association of the South Korean artistic and 
cultural organizations, spoke at the luncheon. She said: I genuinely welcome the 
visit to Seoul by the Pyongyang art troupe. 


Group Meets Families 21 Sep 
SK211550 Pyongyang KCNA in English 153) GMT 21 Sep 85 


[Text] Seoul September 21 (KCNA correspondent) -- Members of the Red Cross home- 
visiting group of the North side now on a visit to Seoul met their families and 
relatives on September 21. Present at the place of reunion were Son Song-pil, 
chairman of the Central Committee of the Red Cross Society of the North side, and 
Yi Y tok, vice-president of the Red Cross of the South side and chief delegate 
of South side to the North-South Red Cross Talks. Today 15 of the 50 members of the Red 
Cross home-visiting group of the North side met their families and relatives residing in Seoul 
and leeal area. They hugged their families and relatives and conversed with them conveying 

is and kindred sentiments of families to them. 
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The families and relatives in the South were deeply moved while hearing from members 
of our home-visiting group how they have grown up to be labour hero, people's actor or 
full-fledged official of the state and power bodies loved and respected by people under 
the great benevolence and care of the party and the leader in the bosom of the DPRK. 


The members of our side's home-visiting group handed to families and relatives living 

in the South letters from their families, tapes recording their voices and photographs 

of the families. The members of the home-visiting group and their families and relatives 
expressed their resolve to pull down as early as possible the accursed barrier of 
division forcing sufferings and misfortunes upon the beloved parents, husbands and 

wives and children, the entire fellow countrymen, keeping them separated in the North 

and the South and to bring earlier the day when they will live in happiness in a 
reunified land. 


Today the members of the home-visiting group and their families and relatives lunched 
together at t*- restaurant of the hotel where they are staying. The members of the home- 
visiting grou, asked the South side t< allow them to meet their families and relatives 
at least in their bedrooms in a family atmosphere. But, refusing to comply with it, 
the South side made them meet collectively in the spacious "Sunflower Hall" installed 
with round tables. Worse still, the South side seated even officials wearing the 
insignia of “guide” at each round table not only to prohibit the members of the home- 
visiting group and their families and relatives from having open-hearted talk but also 
to interfere with their conversation. The South side also committed such an outrageous 
act as pushing and dragging out reporters who were covering their reunion, thus causing 
accusation among reporters of the South side to say nothing of the reporters from the 
North. The reunion of the members of the Red Cross home-visiting group and their 
families and relatives showed that no force can dampen the desire for national 
reunification overflowing in the hearts of our people. 


Seoul Mayor Hosts Banquet 
$K202329 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1537 GMT 20 Sep 85 


[Text ] Seoul September 20 (KCNA correspondent )-- The mayor of Seoul hosted a reception 
this evening in honor of the Red Cross art troupe and the home-visiting group of our 
side. Invited there were chairman of the Central Committee of the DPRK Red Cross 
Society Son Song-pil, the Pyongyang art troupe headed by Paek In-chun, the home- 
visiting group headed by 0 Se-chun, suite members and reporters. 


Present on the South Korean side were Yi Yong-tok, vice-president of the South Korean 
Red Cross and chief delegate of the South Korean side to the North-South Red Cross 
talks, and Red Cross officials, and men of art. 


Chairman Son Song-pil spoke at the reception. After coveying warm compatriotic 
greetings of the people in the Northern half of the country to the brothers in the 
South, he said: Red Cross officials accompanied by artistes and members of the home- 
visiting group, small as they are in scale, have come to Seoul after crossing the 
Demarcation Line to sit at one table with you. This is not only another big progress 
in our Red Cross humanitarian work but also a noteworthy event in promoting national 
unity and reunification. The realisation of the mutual visit of art troupes and home- 
visiting groups between the North and the South and the arrangement of this feast over- 
flowing with compatriotic sentiments, Son Song-pil noted, eloquently tells us that if 
both sides get to work in earnest with one accord, it is possible enough to solve 

the question of alleviating the misfortunes and sufferings of the fellow countrymen 
living separated in the North and the South an irther, to fully solve the question 
of promoting national unity and paving the wa eaceful reunification. 
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We, he said, can no longer remain an onlooker to the present tragic situation in 

which those living separated in the North and the South do not know of the fate of 
their families and relatives for the long 40 years and misunderstanding, distrust and 
confrontation continue between the fellow countrymen. Only reunification in the way 
for the eternal prosperity and happiness of the nation and the way for finally removing 
all the misfortunes and sufferings the separated families and relatives are under- 
going from division. 


Mayor of Seoul Yom Po-hyon also spoke at the reception. He said he, together with the 
Seoul citizens, sincerely welcomes the members of the visiting group and congratulates 
them upon their reunion with their kinsmen. After this speech Chairman Son Song-pil 
exchanged souvenirs with the mayor of Seoul. Prior to the reception, the members of 
our side's visiting group saw a documentary film. 


Art Troupe Holds Premiere 
SK212306 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1508 GMT 21 Sep 85 


{Text ] Seoul September 21 (KCNA correspondent) -- The Pyongyang art troupe which has 
come to Seoul according to an agreement on the exchange of art Troupes between the 
North and South Red Cross organisations on the occasicn of the 40th anniversary of 
national liberation, gave its premiere at the Seoul "siate theatre" on the afternoon 
of September 21. Seeing the performance were Yi Yong-tok, vice-president of the 
South Korean Red Cross and chief delegate of the South Korean side's delegation to 
the North-South Red Cross talks, and Red Cross officials, Cho Kyong-hui, president of 
the general federation of South Korean art and cultural organizations, Yi Min-u, 
president of the "New Korea Democratic Party," Pong Tu-wan, chairman of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee of the National Assemply, Yom Po-hyon, mayor of Seoul, and national 
assemblymen, ministers and vice-ministers, men of the political, public, press, and 
art circles and citizens, more than 1,500 in all. 


In the audience there were also Son Song-pil, chairman of the Central Committee of 
the Red Cross society, Paek In-chun, head of the Pyongyang art troupe, suite members, 
and reporters. 


Before the curtain rose, the introducer made an address of greetings. She said that 
Pyongyang art troupe has come to the compatriots in the South whom they could never 
forget for a moment, with the realisation of the exchange of performances between 
North and South art troupes amid the great expectation and concern of the whole 
country and the entire nation. All the members of the Pyongyang art troupe, she said, 
would like to extend their greetings to the Seoul citizens and compatriots and 
artists inthe South. The dance “The Kumgan Fairies" was the curtain-raiser of our 
artists’ program of colorful numbers dealing with our nation's inherent customs and 
national sentiments and depicting the happy and optimistic life enjoyed by our people 
today such as the folk song duet “Nodulgangbyon" and “The Song of Eight Scenic Spots 
of Korea," the men's quartet "Yangsando" and “Song of Katuri," the women's quartet 
"Moran Hill" and “Let's Sing the New Spring," the dances "Enjoying the Moon," "Dance 
With Tambourines," "Dance Trio," “Chaenggang Dance," etc. The dance "The Kumgang 
Fairies" showing the beauty of the country and the rich spiritual world of our 
industrious people touched the right chord in the hearts of the audience from the 
very beginning. A wave of stir swept over the audience when people's artists 

Kim Myong-tuk and merited artiste Cha Yong-ae sang in duet the folk songs "Nodulganbyon" 
and "The Song of Eight Scenic Spots of Korea." 


The audience entranced by the gorgeous stage, graceful dance rhythms and music rich in 
national flavor, the audience began breathing with the stage before they knew it and 
called for encores, bursting into applause wild with excitement. The performance took 
far more time than had been scheduled at the request of the audience. 
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The compatriots in the South were deeply impressed by the performance of the Pyongyang 
art troupe which represented in an artistic depiction of high plane the beauty of the 
motherland and the time-nonored cultural tradition created by our nation and the happy 
and optimistic life of the people in the northern hal: of the country. 


__Second Performance _ 


— — — ee — — — — — 


SK230647 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0628 GMT 23 Sep &5 


[Text] Seoul September 22 (KCNA correspondent) -- The Pyongyang art troupe on a visit 

to Seoul gave its second-day performance on the afternoon of September 22. South Korean 
Prime Minister No Sin-yong, Chief Secretary of "Chongwadae" Yi Kyu-ho, President of the 
National Party Yi Man-sop, Catholic Cardinal Kim Su-hwan and other personnel of politi- 
cal, public, religious, press and art circles and Seoul citizens, over 1,500 in all, 
appreciated the performance. 


Seeing the performance together with them was Paek In-chun, head of the Red Cross 
Pyongyang art troupe. The performance was acclaimed by the audience and deeply 
impressed them. 


At the end of the performance and introducer extended thanks to the Seoul citizens and 
artistes for the warm welcome accorded the Pyongyang art troupe and expressed the firm 
belief that although the art troupe gave only two performances this time, it would meet 
them again after the country's reunification. The audience all rose to their feet and 
extended warm applause to the artistes of the Pyongyang art trove which successfully 
concluded its performance in Sequl. Through its two performances the Pyongyang art troupe 
has contributed to dispelling the misunderstanding and distrus: between North and South 
and achieving national unity and made the hearts of the Seoul citizens and people in the 
South further aflame with a desire for reunification. 


Son Song-pil Speaks at Reception 


SK230643 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0619 GMT 23 Sep 85 


[Text ] Seoul September 22 (KCNA correspondent) -~- The Red Cross of the South side 
arranged a reception on the evening of September 22 for the Red Cross art troupe and 
home-visiting group of the North side. Invited there were Son Song-pil, chairman of the 
Central Committee of the Red Cross Society, the Pyongyang art troupe led by Paek In-chun, 
the home-visiting group led by 0 Se-chun, suite members and press corps members. 

Present there were Yi Yong-tok, vice-president of the Red Cross of the South side and 
chief delegate of the South side to the North-South Red Cross talks, Red Cross officials 
and men of the art circles. 


Son Song-pil spoke at the reception. He said that brief as his visit to Seoul, leading 
the Pyongyang art troupe and home-visiting group this time was, it was useful and 
meaningful days. While staying in Seoul, our artistes gave art performances they had 
prepared with sincerity amid the welcome of the people of all walks of life in Seoul 
and some members of the home-visiting group hailing from the South had emotion-charged 
reunion with their beloved families and relatives for the first time fin scores of years 
of separation, he noted, and said: During our stay, we met officials concerned of the 
South side's Red Cross, figures of political and public circles to exchange open- 
heartedly views with each other on a series of matters of common concern including the 
humanitarian problem of mitigating the misfortunes and sufferings of families and 
relatives and separated in the North and the South and the question of national 


reunification. 
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Indeed, the visit to Seoul this time has contributed to creating a favorable climate 
for promoting national unity and trust and achieving a successful progress of the 
immediate full-dress Red Cross talks. While visiting Seoul this time, leading the 
Pyongyang art troupe and home-visiting group, we thought more donly the disaster of 
the nation caused by the division of the country and the heavy responsibility we 
assume for the nation. 


He went on: During their visit to Seoul this time, our artistes, though it was their 
first tour in the four decades, gave only two performances before an extremely limited 
number of people. Now a few members of the home-visiting group who have came to Seoul 
with swelling hearts failed to meet their beloved families and relatives and even 
those’ who met their families and relatives are full of regret at parting with them 
again right after reunion. Those who truly love the country and the nation and value 
compatriotism and humanitarianism should, above all, exert efforts for the early 
realisation of national reunification, transcending the differences in idea and ideology, 
political view and religious belief. 


Speaking next, Yi Yong-tok, on behalf of the South Korean Red Cross, welcomed the Seoul 
visit of the visiting group of the North side. He said that al] the separated parents, 
husbands and wives and childrens, brothers and sisters and relatives should be let to 
meet and visit each other. 


O Se-chun Speaks at Luncheon 
SK230533 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0516 GMT 23 Sep 85 


[Text] Seoul September 22 (KCNA correspondent) -- The South Korean side hosted a 
luncheon today for our Red Cross home-visiting group now in Seoul. Invited to the 
luncheon together with the members of the home-visiting group were Son Song-pil, 
chairman of the Central Committee of the Red Cross Society of the DPRK, suite members 
and reporters. Present there were Yi Yong-tok, vice-president of the South Korean Red 
Cross and chief delegation of of the south side to the North-South Red Cross talks, 
and personages. 


O Se-chun, head of the Red Cross home-visiting group of our side, made a speech at the 
luncheon. He said: On my way to Seoul this time I could feel again that the Military 
Demarcation Line which divides our kinsfolk is no more than a marked line that one can 
easily cross over just by one step. The members of the home-visiting group have come 
to Seoul, their hearts swelling at the thought of meeting their kith and kin. But, we 
have never thought that we would come across another heartbreak of seeing reality 
severer than what we had expected. It was a trip with great expectation that when we 
just cross the barrier of division we will have emotional reunion with our families 
embracing with each other. But even here now a few people could not have an opportunity 
to meet their flesh and blood, he noted, and continued: Many of the families and 
relatives separated in the North and the South since the division of the country died 
and young people belonging to a new generation can recognize their relatives only 
with the help of genealogical records. 


This reality in the divided land demands those who truly love their country and nation 
and worry about the sufferings and misfortunes of the fellow countrymen separated in the 
north and the south to do their best to accomplish the cause of the whole nation for 

an earliest realization of the independent and peaceful reunification of the country. 
Being a people who have experienced the suffe-ings of the nation caused by the country's 
division more bitterly than anyone else, we should have aspirations for the reunifica- 
tion strong than any others’ and our efforts for that ought to be far greater. He 
urged all those present to commit themselves to exert greater efforts to promote the 


reunification. 
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Group Leaves; Son Comments 
SK230604 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 0229 GMT 23 Sep 85 


[Text] The Red Cross art troupe and home-visiting group of our side left Seoul. This 
morning, the Red Cross art troupe and home-visiting group of our side, which visited 
Seoul on the occasion of the 40th anniversary of national liberation in accordance with 
an agreement between the North and South Red Cross Societies, concluded their visit and 
left Seoul for Pyongyang, the capital of the revolution. The entourage functionaries 
and reporters also left together with the art troupe and home-visiting group. 


Cho Chol-hwa, secretary general of the Red Cross Society of the South side and deputy 
chief of the delegation of the South side to the North-South Red Cross talks, and 
members concerned left together to see off the members of our side in Panmunjonm. 


Yi Yong-tok, vice president of the Red Cross Society of the South side and chief of the 
delegation of the South side to the North-South Red Cross talks, saw off the Red Cross 
art troupe and home-visiting group of our side in front of the Sheraton Hotel, the place 
of lodging. Also, family members and relatives of members of the visiting group saw off 
the members of the Pyongyang art troupe and the home-visiting group. 


Chairman Son Song-pil issued a statement before domestic and foreign reporters prior to 
departure. He said: Amid warm welcome and hospitality accorded by the Seoul citizens, 
the Pyongyang art troupe successfully gave a performance unfolding the beautiful picture 
of our chuche-oriented national art to the compatriots in the South. Members of the 
home-visiting group enjoyed, even though for moments, a touching reunion with their 
family members or relatives, who they have not forgotten for scores of years, whether 
awake or asleep, and shared warm and kindred sentiments. 


He noted: Through the course of the exchange, the historic art performance and reunion 
between family members or relatives contributed to warmly filling the hearts of the 
fellow countrymen, who are suffering from pain caused by division and separation, with 
warm compatriotic love and the emotion of being kin and to promoting national rapproche- 
ment and unity. He said: The visit this time has become a good occasion for helping 
the effort of talks to bring about an excellent fruition at an early date by creating a 
favorable atmosphere for North-South Red Cross talks, which made a new start by resumping 
after a lapse of 12 years; by giving the dispersed fellow countrymen in the North and 
South pleasure and hope; and by promoting national reunification, the aspiration of the 
nation. It is an event that will be marked in the history of our struggle to realize 
the cause of national reunification. 


Noting that, in light of the aspirations and desire of the fellow countrymen eagerly 
longing for national reunification, this is nothing but an extremely elementary success, 
and more work should be carried out in the future, he said: I am convinced that the 
realization of broader and more vigorous visits and exchanges between the North and 
South will greatly contribute to further deepening mutual understanding, to achieving 
national unity, and to greeting the n of national reunification. 


He said: I intend to refer to the rence of a regrettable thing in the course of 
exchanging the art troupes and home-visiting groups. Despite the fact that relatives of 
members of our side's home-visiting group live in Seoul, the South side did not 
sincerely organize the work of locating them and allowing reunions. 
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He further said: Even until last evening, the South side could not locate relatives 

of some members of the home-visiting group. In reality, however, their relatives came 
to the hall of the Sheraton Hotel. This is an irresponsible act, an extreme 
contradiction of the agreement between the two sides on ensuring the members of the home- 
visiting group all conveniences for reunions with family members or relatives, and of the 
original purpose of the work of exchanging home-visiting groups. Saying that this is 
thought to be very regrettable, he stressed: In the future, the South side should 
fulfill its responsibility for settling all humanitarian questions aimed at alleviating 
the suffering of the dispersed familiea in the North and South. 


Group Crosses at Panmunjom 
SK230619 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0604 GMT 23 Sep 85 


[Text] Panmunjom September 23 (KCNA) -- All the members of the Red Cross art troupe 

and home-visiting group of the North side led by Son Song-pil, chairman of the Central 
Committee of the Red Cross Society of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, have 
returned to the area of our side at Panmunjom this morning after visiting Seoul in 
accordance with the agreement on the exchange of Red Cross art troupes and home-visiting 
groups between the North and South Red Cross organisations on the occasion of the 40th 
anniversary of national liberation. 


Son Song-pil, chairman of the Central Committee of the Red Cross Society of the DPRK 
and head of the visiting group, of the North side, met reporters in the area of the 
South side at Panmunjom and published a statement on returning across the military 
demarcation line after successfully concluding the visit to Seoul. Me noted that he 
could not but say that they felt some regret in their hearts at the moment of concluding 
the visit to Seoul. He said: through what we have seen and heard here during our 

stay in Seoul, we could notice not a few differences in several fields between the North 
and the South. Not a few members of the home-visiting group who had longed for their 
kith and kin, living separated from them for 40 years are returning, without meeting 
them. We should broaden at any cost the road of travel between Pyongyang and Seoul 
opened this time to be the road of reunion for all the separated families and relatives 
to visit each other, the road of national wnity and peaceful reunification. 


Son Meets South Counterpart 
SK230631 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0616 GMT 23 Sep 85 


[Text] Panmunjom September 23 (KCNA) — Son Song-pil, chairman of the Central 
Committee of the Red Cross Society of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, on his 
way to Pyongyang leading the North side's Red Cross art troupe and home-visiting group 
on September 23 met again at the rest room of the neutral nations supervisory com- 
mission in Panmunjom Kim Sang-hyop, Red Cross president of the South side, who was 
returning to Seoul leading the South side's Red Cross art troupe and home-visiting 


group. 


On hand there was So Song-chol, standing committee member of the Central Committee of 
the Red Cross Society and deputy head of the delegation of the North side to the North- 
South Red Cross talks who came here to see off the South side's group. 


Present there was Cho Chol-hwa, secretary general of the South Korean Red Cross and 
deputy chief delegate of the South side to the North-South Red Cross talks, who came 
to Panmunjom to see off the North side's Red Cross art troupe. A conversation took 


place there. 
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Group Returns to Pyongyang 
SK231058 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1033 GMT 23 Sep 85 


[Text] Pyongyang September 23 (KCNA) -- The Red Cross art troupe and home-visiting 
group of the North side led by Son Song-pil, chairman of the Central Committee of the 
Red Cross Society of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, returned to Pyongyang 
from Seoul on September 23 through Panmunjom and Kaesong. 


Through the visit to Seoul which was arranged thanks to our initiative for the 

first time in the 40 year long division of the nation, our Red Cross art troupe and 
home-visiting group made the 40th anniversary of national liberation more significant 
and greatly contributed to the sacred work for dispelling misunderstanding and mistrust 
between North and South, achieving national reconciliation and unity and promoting 
national reunification. 


Thousands of citizens and artistes in Pyongyang, families of the members of the visiting 
group enthusiastically welcomed our Red Cross art troupe and home-visiting group 
returning after giving new hope to the fellow countrymen in the South. They were met 

at Pyongyang railway station by Ho Chong-suk, vice-chairman of the Committee for the 
Peaceful Reunification of the Fatherland, Yi Chong-yul, vice-chairman of the Central 
Committee of the Red Cross Society and head of the delegation of the North side to the 
North-South Red Cross talks, Yi Ho-hyok, first vice-chairman of the Pyongyang Municipal 
Administrative and Economic Guidance Committee, Chang Chol, chairman of the Korean 
Entertainment Association, and other personages concerned and the heads of art 
organizations in Pyongyang. 


COMMENTARY ON NORTH-SOUTH FAMILY REUNIONS 


South ‘Imposes Restrictions' 
SK220741 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 2151 GMT 21 Sep 85 


[NODONG SINMUN 22 September Commentary: "The South Side's Attitude That We Cannot 
Understand") 


[Text] On 20 and 21 September, a contact between working-level representatives of the 
Red Cross organizations of the North and the South was held in Pyongyang to discuss the 
procedural problem of realizing the reunion of the South side home-visiting group 

members with their families and relatives. This contact of the working-level representa- 
tives of the Red Cross organizations was to help smoothly realize the reunion of the 
South side home-visiting group members with their family members and relatives. 


Our side's working-level representative asserted that the Red Cross organizations of 
the two sides should arrange conveniences so that the South side home-visiting group 
members’ reunion with their family members and relatives could be freely realized 

in accordance with their hope and demand. 


Our side's Red Cross organization has, thus far, made all possible efforts to assist 
their reunions. We have located those family members and relatives in the North whom 
the South side home-visiting group members wanted to meet and have guided them to 

the reunion site. We have gone so far as to bring to the reunion site relatives of 
the South side home-visiting group members who are living in provincial areas. 


Our side's step of guaranteeing all possible conveniences for the reunion between the 
South Korean home-visiting group members and their family members and relatives 
proceeds from the spirit of compatriotic love and Red Cross humanitarianism. 
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The current exchange of the Red Cross art troupes and home-visiting groups is the first 
such event since our national division. 


Because of the national division, family members and relatives separated in the North 
and the South have lived without knowing the fate of their parents, wives, and 
relatives because they have been unable to convey even mutual regards, although the!r 
hometowns are near each other. 


It is said that 10 years change the appearance of rivers and mountains, The rivers and 
mountains have changed four times; how great and ardent the inner-most thoughts between 
the home-visiting group members and their family members and relatives must be! 


Our proposal for realizing the free reunion of separated family members and relatives 

is to realize such an arden: desire. However, the South side's stand was different 

from this proposal. Under the pretext of ‘acilitating news coverage, the South side 
insisted that the home-visiting group members and their family members and relatives 
should meet in a group ai a designated place in the hotel. The South side was reluctant 
even to allow family members and relatives in the North and the South to dine together. 
It also opposed their staying together over night at the hotel. 


Having imposed all sorts of restrictions upon the reunion of family members and 
relatives, the South side, at the reunion site of the South side home-visiting group 
members and their family members and relatives on 21 September, removed a member of 
its home-visiting group, taking him by the arm. Such a rude act by the South side 
aroused due denunciation among the people present there. On the evening of 20 
September, a member of the South side home-visiting group who was staying at the Koryo 
Hotel in Pyongyang gave to a guide of the hotel a shirt on which the words "victory 
over communism" were written, saying that it was a souvenir of his visit to Pyongyang. 
This clearly eryposes that the South side's home visit is seeking an impure political 
aim that has nothing to do with the reunion of family members. 


The anticommunist propaganda was an antinational act designed to fix national division 
by inciting North-South confrontation. It is indeed an anachronistic way of thinking 
to try to wage anticommunist propaganda, which has been rejected and condemned even 

by the South Korean people, even in Pyongyang. 


A similar act also took place in Seoul, where our side's home-visiting group members 
are visiting to meet their family members and relatives. The South side brought our 
home-visiting group members to a large room and let them meet their family members and 
relatives collectively, rejecting our side's proposal to let them meet their family 
members and relatives in a home-like atmosphere. At the same time, it allowed the 
presence of guides at the meeting site, thus preventing the family members and 
relatives, who were meeting for the first time after a long separation, from 
exchanging warm conversation. Such acts by the South side indicate an attitude that 


we can hardly understand. 


For the South side, which has pretended that it has wanted the meeting and reunion of 
separated family members and relatives more ardently than anyone else, clamoring that 
the meeting and reunion of separated family members are the ardent national desire, 
to try to hinder the meeting and reunion of the family members and relatives, 
occurring for the first time in 40 years, by imposing these restrictions is an act 
far distant from the assertion that it has made thus far. 
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The South side's attempt to hinder the reunion of separated family members and relatives 
is an expression of distrust indicating that it does not know the feelings of the blood 
kin, nor does it trust not only the South side members whom it has brought to Pyongyang, 
but also those famii, members and relatives whom our side's home-visiting group members 
are seeking, and compatriots in general. 


It is said that the separated orethren in the North and the South number as many as 

10 million. Considering the fact that the South side fears the reunion of a handful of 
members of the home-visiting groups so much, how can it realize the meeting and reunion 
of these 10 million separated brethren in the future? 


The South side should think deeply about this. The humanitarian work of alleviating the 
sufferings of separated brethren cannot be realized with slogans only. The South side 
should rid itself of its unchanged attitude of confrontation and return to the intrinsic 
Red Cross attitude. 


Only with compatriotic love and the spirit of Red Cross humanitarianism can the work of 
alleviating the sufferings of separated family members and relatives in the North and 
the South be resolved smocchly. 


"Ugly' Tricks During Reunions 
$K221215 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 0155 GMT 22 Sep 85 


[NODONG SINMUN 22 September article contributed by NODONG SINMUN correspondent from 
Seoul: "An Ugly Practice") 


[Text] On the morning of 21 September, members of our side's home-visiting group met 
with their family members and relatives at the Sheraton hotel in Seoul. Their reunion 
with blood kin, whose tidings they had not known for scores of years since the separa- 
tion, was truly exciting. It was the unanimous desire of the home-visiting group members 
and of their family mernbers and relatives to freely exchange conversation and to express 
pent up feelings in a home-like and amiable atmosphere. However, an ugly practice was 
put into effect that day at the reunion site, contradicting their desires. 


The South side placed round tables in a large room called Haebaragi Hall and designated 
this room as the reunion site, ignoring our side's demand that home-visiting group 
members meet with their blood kin in the former's hotel rooms ina home-like atmosphere. 
In addition to this, the South side had unidentified personnel wearing identifying marks 
of a guide sit at each round table, thus preventing home-visiting group members from 
expressing the feelings and desires in their hearts while meeting with their family men- 
bers and relatives. 


The impolite act of hindering the news coverage activities of reporters accompanying our 
side's art troupe and home-visiting group was committed on many occasions at the reunion 
site. Instead of guiding reporters to avoid inconveniences in their news coverage 
activities, the South side's personnel wearing identifying marks denoting a guide pushed 
and pulled our reporters. Thus, they committed acts unworthy of a guide. 


Personnel wearing identifying marks denoting the Red Cross, who were said to be there 
to maintain order at the reunton site,committed a much more impolite ‘act. While meeting 
with his relative, a member of our side's home-visiting group gave this relative a pic- 
ture of his family members. Seeing this, a member of the South side's personnel rushed 
to the scene and snatched the picture and prevented our reporters from taking a picture 
of the scene. The situation was so impolite that voices criticizing this practice were 
raised even among the South Korean reporters. 
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While committing such an act, the South side's personnel said that they had done so to 
help those concerned meet with their family members end relatives in a home-like 
atmosphere. This is preposterous. If the South side wanted to see those concerned 
meet with their family members and relatives in a home-like atmosphere, why did it 
refuse to accept our side's demand that those concerned meet with their family members 
and relatives in their hotel rooms, and why did it hinder the free reunion of blood kin 
by having guides accompany them? 


In particular, the thing that we should not overlook is the fact that the South side 
committed the arrogant act of asking our home-visiting members to seek political asylum 
after asking them a few questions. 


The act committed by the South side is a deliberate one in order to hinder the free re- 
union of separated families. This act is not compatible with the humanitarianism of 
the Red Cross and violates democracy. This act is also the impolite act of those who 
dread the disclosure to the world of remarks made by blood kin at the time of reunion. 


The South side withdrew those personnel wearing identifying marks denoting a guide when 
our reporters repeatedly lodgec protests and asked why the South side had stationed them 
at each round table while at the same time it was referring to a home-like atmosphere. 


Ignoring our demand that 15 members of the home-visiting group meet with their family 
members and relatives on the condition that the reunion of family members take place in 
one place, the South side forced the families and relatives of the remaining 15 mem- 
bers to enter the small reunion site, thus making them wait at the reunion tables 
throughout the morning. The South side then announced through a loudspeaker that our 
side was responsible for this. This is a tactful trick designed to win the favor of the 
separated fellow countrymen by conducting false propaganda that only the South side is 
interested in the reunion of separated fellow countrymen. 


It is obvious that the South side is trying to abuse this significant reunion of fellow 
countrymen, which has been realized for the first time since the national territory's 
division 40 years ago, for fanning the sentiment of confrontation against us. It will 
be good for the South side to behave discreetly, realizing that such an act will only 
evoke criticism from the fellow countrymen and from the world. 


South's ‘Provocative Incidents' 
SK222335 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 2100 GMT 22 Sep 85 


[Text] Since 20 September, the art troupes and nome-visiting groups of the two sides 
have conducted activities in Pyongyang and Seoul in accordance with an agreement between 
the Red Cross Societies of the two sides to exchange art troupes and home-visiting groups 
led by the responsible persons of the North and South Red Cross Societies. Final y, 

they are greeting their last day. 


The visits to the other side by Red Cross art troupes and home-visiting groups, for the 
first time in the history of national division, has become the object of suitable inter- 
est to the world's people as well as owr people. 


As the activities of the Red Cross art troupes and home-visiting groups are coming to 
close, unsavcry [pulmisroun] incidents, which are difficult to understand in a normal 


sense, are taking place in Seoul. 


On the evening of 22 September, members of the South side perpetrated the tyranny of 
forcibly detaining two relatives of our side's visiting group who went to Seoul from 


Pyongyang as members of the home-visiting group. 
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Furthermore, they committed the tyranny of inflicting something like violence on our 
reporters who were covering the reunions between family members or relatives, and 
perpetrated the dirty act of dragging those who had in the past committed crimes in the 
northern half of the republic and fled and defected to the south onto the grounds of 
the Sheraton Hotel and having them pour out all kinds of abuses and kick up outrage. 


Prior to this, on the evening of 20 September, the south side arranged a banguet in 
the name of the Seoul major and perpetrated such maneuvers as forcing (?asylum) on 
our artists and members of our home-visiting group through so-called senior figures 
in the field of art and culture of South Korea. 


All these incidents that took place in Seoul are not separated incidents, but premedi- 
tated, provocative incidents linked to each other as one. They are very impure and 
dangerous incidents in all aspects. In addition, these incidents are intolerable acts 
from the viewpoint of Red Cross humanitarian work and in view of the human morality 
and fidelity to which the two sides should abide. 


At a cortact between working-level delegates of the north and south Red Cross Societies, 
the South side agreed to locate family members and relatives with whom the members of 

our side's home-visiting group hoped for reunion and even issued a statement guarantee- 
ing the personal safety of the Red Cross art troupe and home-visiting group of our side 
before their visit to Sev.ul. However, these incidents make us disbelieve that promise. 


The South side whould make a convincing explanation of the incidents that took place 

in Seoul and apologize for impurely delaing with members of our visiting group. If the 
South side does not reply to our demand, it will be held totally responsible for the 
consequences arising therefrom. 


Free Reunion Prevented 


SK220515 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 0952 GMT 21 Sep 85 
[Unattributed commentary: "What Is the Intention?"] 


[Text] The work of exchanging Red Cross art troupes and home-visiting groups is now 
being carried out in accordance with an agreement reached between the Red Cross orga- 
nizations of the North and South, with the 40th anniversary of the liberation of the 
fatherland as momentum. The exchange of visits to Pyongyang and Seoul by the Red Cross 
art troupes and home-visiting groups for the first time since the division of the 
country constitutes further great progress in the humanitarian work of the Red Cross. 
Thereiore, all the fellow countrymen, watching this work with great interest, hope 
that this work will become an important opportunity to achieve trust and national 
harmony between the North and South as a result of the carrying out this work smoothly. 


The act of pouring cold water on this expectation of the fellow countrymen is being 
committed by the South side. When our side's Red Cross art troupe and home-visiting 
group were heading for Seoul after leaving Panmunjom, the South side's guides committed 
the violent act of hindering our reporters’ news -.verage activities on the bus. They 
blocked camera lenses with their hands and backs to prevent our reporters from taking 
pictures. They even pulled and pushed our reporters. Such an act is impolite, lacking 
in common sense. 


We wonder if the habit of committing violence against those reporters who carry out 
offensive news coverage activities in South Korea has been revived. If they had 
observed fundamental courtesy, however, they would not have committed such an insolent 
act. It was natural for our side's personnel to lodge a protest against the South 
side, unable to restrain feelings of surprise and resentment. 
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The following incidents occurred when the members of our side's home-visiting group met 
with their family members and relatives in Seoul on the morning of 21 September: When 
a member of our side handed over a picture of his family members to his relative, a 
person wearing a reporter's arm band snatched the picture. This person unhesitatingly 
committed the act of breaking a lamp after preventing our side's reporters from taking 
pictures. When a member of the South side's home-visiting group was talking with his 
relative at the Koryo Hotel in Pyongyang, a member of the South side pulled him by his 
Sleeve, taking him out of the room. This person said that he had taken him to the 
president because he met with his relative without following procedures. 


Watching the acts of the South side, we cannot but wonder about its intention. The 
South side had advertised humanitarianism, babbling about the reunion of separated 
families and about visits to hometowns. The South Korean Red Cross has recently called 
for helping not only separated families but also all the fellow countrymen freely 
visit the North and South by successfully carrying out the work of exchanging visits to 
hometowns. However, their actual act has greatly contradicted what they have advocated. 
Who will believe that, while becoming nervous about the exchange of conversations 
among separated families and relatives after an interval of scores of years and about 
the delivery of pictures of family members, and while coercively hindering these 
practices, they are truly interested in alleviating the sufferings of separated 
families and in realizing visits to hometowns? Can we believe that, while impolitely 
preventing our reporters from freely carrying out news coverage activities, they have 
the intention of realizing -the exchange of free visits and achieving the unity of 


the people? 


Because of the behavior of the South side, the members of the home-visiting group, who 
are visting the area of the opposite side after a long interval, could not share the 
joy of reunion to their heart's content, nor could they say what they wanted to say. 


The South Korean Red Cross side, which has arrived in Pyongyang, while making an excuse, 
at a working-level contact, for creating conditions for news coverage activities, 
insisted that family members and relatives should meet with one another in a group at 

a designated place in a hotel and that their dining together should be restricted to 
the interior of the hotel. The South Korean Red Cross said raised objection to the 
idea of family members staying together for one night in a room. 


When our side's home-visiting group members, who had arrived in Seoul, asked for a 
meeting with their blood kin in individual rooms, to resemble the atmosphere of a home, 
the South side had the family members and relatives meet with one another around a 
round table in a large hall, on the pretext of hotel charges. The South side then had 
guides sit among them. This is the South side's act of referring to the reunion of 
separated families and of advocating humanitarianism. When we watch the South side's 
vigilance against the exchange of affection among blood kin, and its act of stopping 
at nothing to pick a quarrel with us and to degrade us, we can see what its behavior 


implies. 


While reporting on the appearance of Pyongyang through government-patronized television 
broadcasts, the South side has aired the edited film containing pictures of low build- 
ings with few stories or levels. Thus, it has committed a childish act. It has even 
committed the arrogant and hostile act of having its home-visiting group members who 
have arrived in Pyongyang give their counterparts shirts on which the characters 
"victory over communism" and "counterintelligence" were printed. 


When we watch the act committed by the South side, we cannot but wonder if it, while 
making a mockery of public opinion at home and abroad under the plausible pretext of 
exchanging visits to hometowns, tries to use this exchange of visits as an opportunity 
to conduct false propaganda against us and to fan the sentiment of confrontation. 
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The act committed by the South side contradicts the spirit of national unity and of 
love for the fellow countrymen and runs counter to the atmosphere of dialogue. We 
will watch the future acts of the South side. 


South 'Slanders' Art Troupe 
SK230719 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0652 GMT 23 Sep 85 


[Text] Pyongyang September 23 (KCNA) -- NODONG SINMUN today comes out with a commentary 
titled "Rays of Truth Cannot Be Shut Out", which flays perverted words uttered by a 

few persons of South Korea against the performances of the Pyongyang art troupe given 
in Seoul on September 21 and 22. 


The "chairman of the Performance Ethics Committee" of South Korea mumbled that the 
performance of the art troupe from the North “could hardly [words indistinct] and 

he "ws rather disappointed at its being too artificial." And the "executive director 
of the dance association" hurled mud at the dances of the troupe, grumbling that the 
"soul" of the Korean dance "is not alive" there. 


Refuting this, the author of the commentary says: 


The masterminds of such slanders are obviously in the grip of uneasiness and fear over 
the fact that our popular and national art was put on a Seoul theatrical stage and 
was known to the South Korean people, though on a limited and small scale, through the 
exchange of art troupes this time. 


To find fault with our art, they talked about the nation's "soul." But we cannot 
help asking them: Is it not the very words we have to tell them? 


Our people's national culture and beautiful manners and customs are totally [word 
indistinct] in South Korea today, the songs sung in South Korea are mostly those 
patterned after Japanese songs and jazz, and the dances in vogue there are decadent 
nude dances imported from the United States. Such were some songs and dances brought 
to Pyongyang by the Seoul art troupe this time. Typical of them was "Towards the 
2000s" claimed to be "modern dance”. 


Such are the "legitimate culture" and "pure" art advertised by them. 


The filth stinks even when it is wrapped in silk and the rays of truth can never be 
shut out by anything. 


IV. 23 Sep 85 SOUTH KOREA E l 


REPORTAGE ON ROK GROUP'S VISIT TO PYONGYANG 


Arrival Speech 
SK210128 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 21 Sep 85 p 4 


("Summary" of speech by Kim Sang-hyop, president of the Korean National Red Cross, 
upon arrival in Pyongyang on 20 September] 


[Text] In the midst of great concern and expectation from within and outside the 
country, we the home-visiting group and art troupe of the Korean Nationai Red Cross 
arrived in Pyorgyang today to set foot on the soil of our hometown that we have 

dreamed of and to share the joy of reunion with our beloved family members and rela- 
tives. On this occasion, I convey to you northern brethren the heartfelt greetings of 
your brothers in the South who have never let a moment pass by without thinking of 

you. In retrospect, it has been a short but distant path from Seoul to Pyongyang for 
the past 40 years, a land within each other's sight that, however, could not be reached. 


It is really a remarkable incident in the history of the divided country that we, the 
home-visiting group and art troupe, have embarked on the path, which has been so long, 
rough and full of obstacles for the first time in 40 years. This is an encouraging 
event that holds out bright prospects for the solution of the pending issue of separated 
families. 


I believe the exchange visit is the crystallization of precious efforts exerted by 10 
million separated family members and the entire Korean people who wish the reunion of 
bloodsharing brothers and national reconciliation. I also believe it is a great event 
through which we demonstrated the wisdom and capacity of our people before the world. 


Nothing can separate us because we have been one people since ancient times and must 
remain one in the future. Based on such humanitarianism and love of our people, we the 
Red Cross people of the South aad North began the inter-Korean Red Cross talks 14 
years ago. The invaluable first fruit of the talks showed today in the form of ex- 
change visits by home-visiting groups and art troupes of the South and North. I hope 
the second and third home-visiting groups successively cross the barriers of division 
and that the visiting places, which are limited to Seoul and Pyongyang for this time, 
expand to other cities and towns, so that the footsteps of separated family members can 
reach, without being blocked, every corner of the country. I expect an outpouring of 
support and cooperation from you northern brethren and members of the North Korean Red 
Cross Society so that our visit to the North proceeds smoothly and successfully, pro- 
viding all of us with joy and hope. 


Family Members Meet 
SK210715 Seoul Domestic Service in Korean 0400 GMT 21 Sep 85 


[Excerpt] North and South Korean home-visiting groups and art troupes, which stayed a 
night respectively in Pyongyang and Seoul, met their families in meeting places 
arranged at hotels. The home-visiting group of our side, now in Pyongyang, had a first 
meeting with separated families at the meeting room on the third floor of the Koryo 
Hotel in Pyongyang City. Some 10 separated families, who have not even been able to 
confirm for the past 40 years whether their fathers, mothers, brothers, and sisters 
were dead or alive, because they were separated in the North and the South, were moved 
to tears at the first moment of their meeting. Our side proposed that separated 
families meet at an open, or public, place at first, and that each family later have an 
individual 2-hour meetings in separate rooms. However, the North Korean side, from 
the beginning, called for an individual meeting for each family in a separate room. 

As a result, the meeting of separated families was not realized until much later than 
0930, which was when the meeting was originally scheduled. 


mL ET — 
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YONHAP Report 
SK210852 Seoul YONHAP in English 0753 GMT 21 Sep 85 


[Text] Pyongyang, Sep 21 (OANA-YONHAP) -- "Sister, sister. You are alive. Is this a 
dream?" "Brother..." 


The words were uttered in chocked and trembling voices. The next moment, the brother 
and sister hugged each other, not knowing what more to say to one another. Tears 
rolled down their cheeks. This was the scene of a family reunion Saturday between 
Kim Song-yop, a South Korean, and his sister, Kim Il-po, who lives in the North. The 
small hotel room where the two met, after 40 years of separation, was filled with a 
mixture of jubilation and lamentation -- joy because of the happy reunion and grief 
because of the long forced separation, 


Kim is one of the 50 separated family members from South Korea who crossed over the 
border on Friday, via the truce village of Panmunjom, to visit Pyongyang. It was the 
first exchange of civilians between South and North Korea since Korea was divided four 
decades ago. 


They were accompanied their historic visit by 50 folk art performers and 50 others. 
{sentence as received] Only 10 of the 50 South Korean hometown visitors were allowed to 
meet Saturday with family members and relatives in the North. 


The South Koreans asserted that, as the two sides agreed earlier, the reunions between 
the 50 hometown visitors and their relatives take place initially in an open place, and 
that later they be allowed to hold separate two-hour meetings in individual rooms. 


The North Korean side, however, insisted upon separate meetings from the outset. The 
North Koreans led the dispersed family members into separate hotel rooms and asked South 
Korean reporters to leave the rooms. As a result of the disagreement between the two 
sides over this issue, the family reunious began much later than 9:30 a.m. -- the 
originally scheduled time. 


The first reunion between Kim and his sister took place in the fourth room on the third 
floor of the Koryo Hotel, where the South Korean contingent is staying. 


Another South Korean, Cho Chang-sok, 58, was reunited with his brother, Cho Hang-sok, 
60, and his brother's wife, An Yong-sok, 61, in the 10th room. As soon as Cho Chang-sok 
opened the door, the three began hugging one another and crying loudly. 


"Brother Hang-Sok, you are alive." 


"Chang-S7k, we haven't seen each other for a long time." "How have you been all this 
time?" 


The two brothers spoke to each other incessantly, in choked voices. Cho Chang-sok cried 
loudly when he learned that his parents had already died. Ten minutes later, 
suppressing his profound emotions, Cho Chang-sok grabbed the microphone from a South 
Korea TV reporter and shouted: "Thank you very much. Our family members got together 
at last, thanks to your help and God's grace." His North Korean brother, however, said, 
"We owe all of this to our beloved leader, Kim Il-song." 


Hong Song-chol, 60, former South Korean home affairs minister, met with his sister, Hong 
Kyong~-ae, 67, in the sixth room. He showed her six large family pictures and said: 
"These are my family members. My wife and children are getting along well." Hong then 
asked his sister why she had not brought along his nephews. Sister Hong replied, "Let's 
go home together and see them." 
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Reunions Termed ‘Confused, Tense' 
$K211218 Seoul YONHAP in English 1158 GMT 21 Sep 85 


{Text} Pyongyang, Sept. 21 (OANA-YONHAP) -- The reunions of South Korean hometown 
visitors and their family members and relatives in North Korea at a Pyongyang hotel 
Saturday were made in a confused and tense atmosphere under tight surveillance by North 
Korean officials. The South Koreans and their North Korean kins found it difficult even 
to exchange the happiness of the reunion freely because the North Korean side strictly 
controlled the reunion, held in separate rooms of the Koryo Hotel, where the South 
Korean visitors are staying. 


The family reunion was to be held initially in an open place for 10 minutes and each 
family was to have a two-hour reunion in individual rooms, according to an earlier 
agreement between the two sides. The North Korean side, however, insisted upon separate 
meetings from the beginning and led dispersed family members into 10 separate rooms and 
forced South Korean visitors to enter the rooms. As a result of the disagreement over 
this issue, the family reunions began much later than 9:30 a.m. (0030 GMT) -- the 
originally scheduled time. 


The first reunions, involving two South Koreans and their northern relatives, were 
interrupted briefly because of confusion following North Korea's violation of earlier 
agreement on open meeting. By 1:30 p.m. Saturday (0430 GMT), 20 South Korean visitors 
were reunited with their family members in the North. 


At 11 a.m. the North Korean authorities partially accepted South Korean demand for the 
reunions in open place and allowed some of the 20 families to meet at the lobby on the 
third floor of the hotel. Families of Hong Sung-chol, leader of the hometown visiting 
group, and of Bishop Chi Hak-sun had 10 minutes of open meeting before they entered into 
private reunions. In each reunion room, two to three North Korean "guides" and reporters 
kept the North Korean families under close watch and forced South Korean reporters to 
get out of the room depriving them of opportunities to interview the North Koreans. 


C 


Religious ‘Oppression’ Exposed 
$K211304 Seoul YONHAP in English 1240 GMT 21 Sep 85 


{Text] Pyongyang, Sept. 21 (OANA-YONHAP) -- The tearful reunion Saturday between South 
Korea's Bishop Chi Hak-sun and his sister and relatives in North Korea was not different 
from other reunions made during the day. One thing different, if any, was that the 
encounter which lasted about two hours exposed the fact of North Korea's oppression on 
religion. 


When the 64-year-old Chi, one of South Korea's most influential Catholic priest, met with 
his siter Yong-hwa, 61, cousin Hak-Pae, 68, and other relatives, around 1:30 p.m., the 
reunion site turned into a scene of tears and cry. When a South Korean reporter asked 
Chi's sister if she had known that her brother became a famous bishop in South Korea, 

she replied that she only knew that her brother attended a Catholic school in North 
Korea and went to South Korea in 1949. The conversation between Chi family and the 
South Korean reporter was made as the reporter managed to enter the reunion room after 
wrangling with North Korean officials who tried to prevent South Korean newsmen from 
entering the reunior rooms. Chi's sister, apparently aware of the surveillance of North 
Korean guides, suddenly made remarks criticizing religion. 


"You (brother) are ridiculous to believe in the heaven after life, while we (in North 
Korea) are in heaven in our life," she said. "North Korea is the heaven where all the 
people are happy, eat well. Where are you going to find the heaven?" 
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Chi's cousin and brother-in-law also joined her. "What the hell the heaven is?" "It 
doesn't make sense that you will go to the heaven after your death." "Have you ever been 
to heaven? 


The dumbfounded bishop said to her sister "you mst have undergone lots of brain-washing 
here," and the sister said "no," waving her hands. 


REPORTAGE ON VISIT OF NORTH GROUP TO SEOUL 


Seoul Mayor Hosts Banquet 
SK201348 Seoul YONHAP in English 1324 GMT 20 Sep 85 


[Text] Seoul, Sept 20 (OANA-YONHAP) -- Yom Po-hyon, the mayor of Seoul, expressed his 
hope Friday that North Korea would participate in the 1986 Asian Games and the 1988 
Summer Olympics, both to be held in Seoul. 


"As the mayor of the host city of the two games, I heartily hope that the North Korean 
brethren join these historic events with pleasure," Yom said in a dinner he hosted in 
honor of the 15l-member North Korean hometown visiting group and folk art troupes. 

The dinner party took place at Sheraton Hotel here where the North Korean visitors 
will stay until Monday. 


Yom stressed that the exchange of hometown visiting groups between the South and the 
North, which he said would relieve the pains of separation, should not be discontinued. 
He further appealed to the participants that they make joint efforts to help present 
to all the 10 million separated family members happiness of reuniting their lost kins 
and to lay a foundation to advance the national unification. 


Earlier Friday, the North Korean group, headed by Son Song-pil, chairman of the North 
Korean Red Cross Society (NKRC), arrived here via Panmunjonm. 


In reply, Son said that the national tragedy which started in the middle of the 20th 
century should not be extended to the next century. He hoped that "today's dinner 
party would contribute to the national reconciliation and solidarity." 


The party lasted for two hours with 150 South Korean Red Cross officials, journalists 
and other guests attending. 


On Friday afternoon, Son visited the (South) Korean National Red Cross (KNRC) 
headquarters in downtown Seoul and paid a courtesy call on Yi Yong-tok, KNRC 
vice president. 


To prepare for their upcoming performances, the folk art troupes from Pyongyang in- 
spected the stages of performance in the National Theater here and installed stage 
settings. The Pyongyang art troupes are scheduled to give 120-minute performances 


on Sept. 21 and 22. 


On Saturday, 50 home-town visitors will meet family members and relatives, living in 
South Korea, in Sheraton Hotel. 


North Art Troupe Visits Theater 


SK210142 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 21 Sep 85 p 8 


[Text] The North Korean Art Troupe, led by Pak In-chun, vice president of the North 
Korean Federation of Artists, visited yesterday afternoon the National Theater in 
Changchung-dong, where they are scheduled to perform today and tomorrow, to install 
stage sets for their performance. 


Under the guidance of theater head Ho Kyu, the troupe took a careful look at the main 
hall, small hall, and other rooms of theater. Some of them changed into stage costumes 
and rehearsed for a while. 
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A North Korean official said their program will include five to six pieces of national 
dance, Kayakum solo performances, mixed chorus and other repertoires. 


Asked about the theater, a member of the troupe tersely answered, "It is good." 


The troupe was known to consist of 30 men and 20 women. They were learned to have 
practiced four to five hours a day since June. Another member of the troupe said that 
they had practiced arduously. 


While the troupe was looking around the theater, a man who identified himself as Kim 
Won-chol and a reporter of Pyongyang TV asked Ho for a special interview. Asked about 
how he feels about the exchange of art troupes, Ho said he is glad because the exchange 
is taking place for the first time in 40 years. 


Despite the mutual agreement not to broadcast the performances live Kim asked Ho why 
there is no live broadcasting of the North Korean performance. 


North Visitors Meet Relatives 
SK210404 Seoul YONHAP in English 0304 GMT 21 Sep 85 


[Text] Seoul, Sept. 21 (OANA-YONHAP) -- The wall of national division, which seemed 
so formidable and insurmountable, has been penetrated by the outflow of compassion 
among blood relatives in Korea. 


For the first time since Korea was artificially separated 40 years ago, the first batch 
of 15 North Koreans met Saturday with their mothers, brothers and sisters living in 
South Korea. The dramatic reunion took place on the first floor of the Sheraton Hotel 
in eastern Seoul overlooking the scenic Han River. 


The 15 are among the 50 North Koreans who arrived here Friday for a four-day visit. 
The main purpose of their visit here is to be reunited with family members and rela- 
tives they have not seen in more than four decades. 


"Here comes your eldest son," a North Korean shouted to his mother, an octogenarian, 
who is hard of hearing. Brothers shed tears, without speaking, tightly holding hands. 


"Dear Mother, this is your eldest son, Hyong-sok," said So Hyong-sok, 54, a North 
Korean professor, as he bowed his head before the woman, Yu Myo-sol, 83, of Sungbuk-gu, 
Seoul. The mother, who was accompanied by her second son, So Chang-sok, 52, remained 
silent for awhile, unable to recognize her son after the long period of separation. 


Showing a scar on the edge of his left eye, So Hyong-sok said: "Don't you remember, 
mother, this scar, which I received while playing with stones? How much trouble you 
took mother, healing this wound." She stared at him for several minutes, then tears 
slowly appeared in her eyes and she began to cry profusely. "Well, I couldn't recog- 
nize your face, but I can remember your name," the woman said in a faint voice. 


"You are supposed to say some words to me, Mother," the son uttered. "Is this the 
result of 40 years of national division?" 
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When Yi Un-ku of North Korea walked into the reunion room, he saw his cousin sitting on 
a chair, waiting for him. "What the way it is," the North Korean cried, hugging his 
cousin. 


Yi's 55-year-old cousin, Kwon O-kyong, of Seoul, patted him on the shoulder, trying to 
solace him. "Don't weep," he said. 


The North Korean then burst into tears and asked Kwon, "Why didn't you bring my father 
and mother here? “Where is my younger cousin?" Yi replied, "He has emigrated to the 
United States, so he is not in Seoul." The North Korean then said, in a sober voice: 
"Well, he has been sold out (to the United States)." 


“Are you living well?" asked Cho Su-han, 58, of North Korea the moment he saw his younger 
sister, Chae-pun, of Kyongsang Province. 


The North Korean repeatedly asked his younger sister: "How much farmland do you till? 
How much harvest do you give to the state? Can you eke out a living?" 


The younger sister replied: "We are getting along far better now than we did when you 
were here in the South. I am fine, much better than a rich person." The North Korean 
then said in a condescending tone: "I have been promoted to professor this time, and 
you can agree that I am much better off." 


Although the South and North Korean Red Cross delegations earlier agreed to reunite 

30 families on Saturday, those plans changed just minutes before the scheduled reunion, 
because the North Korean side insisted that the reunion on Saturday be limited to 

15 families. As a result, the reunion began about half an hour behind schedule. 


At 10 a.m. Yi Yong-tok, vice president of the South Korean National Red Cross Committee, 
and his North Korean counterpart, Son Song-pil, entered the prearranged site for the 
reunion and sat down at a long table. The 15 North Koreans, led by South Korean Red 
Cross officials, then entered the room, one-by-one. 


Tha reunion lasted for about two hours. The next reunion is scheduled for Sunday morning 
in the same location. 


High School Alumni Meet 
SK210622 Seoul YONHAP in English 0610 GMT 21 Sep 85 


[Text] Seoul, Sept. 21 (OANA-YONHAP) -- Two high school alumni, one from Seoul and the 
other from Pyongyang, faced each other over a dinner table Friday, but they did not recog- 
nize each other until their memories were sparked by a name tag. In exchanging greetings 
and introductions, the two Koreans were surprised to learn that they were sitting 
together for the first time in 46 years. 


The former classmates are Prof. Hyon Sung-chong, chairman of South Korea's Central 
Committee for the National Unification of Korea, and Paek In-chun, leader of the 
50-member North Korean folk art troupe that is visiting Seoul. The unplanned reunion 
occurred at a dinner hosted by Seoul Mayor Yom Po-hyon for the 151 North Koreans, paying 


a four-day visit to Seoul. 


"Little did I dream that I could meet with one of my intimate high school classmates 
living in the North Korean capital," said Prof. Hyon, 66, who formerly served as presi- 
dent of Songgyungwan University in Seoul. 
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"This is our first meeting since we graduated in the 26th class from the prestigious 
Pyongyang High School in 1939 -- six years before the division of the Korean 
Peninsula," he added. 


After graduation, Hyon entered Keijo Imperial University in Seoul under Japanese 
colonial rule, while Paek went to Japan to study philosophy. 


Paek, 66, recalled that Hyon never failed to make top grades in school. He promised 
his South Korean friend that he would give his regards to other classmates living 
in Pyongyang after he returns home on Monday. 


About 30 classmates living in South Korea got together two or three times every year, 
said Hyon, whose hometown is Unsan, a city in the northern part of the peninsula. 


After hearing about the surprise reunion, another classmate in Seoul, Prof. An Yong-uk 
of Sungjun University, said that he got along with Paek in high school and when they 
attended universities in Japan. 


The North Korean troupe, led by Paek, are scheduled to stage their performances at the 
National Theater here Saturday and Sunday. 


Classmates of Son Song-pil, head of the North Korean delegation, said they look forward 
to meeting with him during his stay here. Son reportedly graduated from Yangchung 
Middle School here in 1945. 


Fete for North Art Troupe 
SK210835 Seoul YONHAP in English 0808 GMT 21 Sep 85 


[Text] Seoul, Sept. 21 (OANA-YONHAP) -- Cho Kyong-hui, president of the Federation 

of Artistic and Cultural Organizations of (South) Korea, Saturday urged North Korea 

to respond favorably to a proposal made earlier by Seoul to arrange cultural 

exchanges between the two Koreas. In an address at a luncheon party she hosted for 
the 50 North Korean folk art performers at the Hyatt Hotel here, Cho said that 
cultural exchanges would contribute greatly to laying a foundation for national 
reunification. She also said that Korean artists should lead the way in creating 

an atmosphere of love and trust between Seoul and Pyongyang, by eliminating the mutual 
distrust and hatred that has resulted from 40 years of national division. 


In response, Paek In-chun, who heads the 50-member North Korean art troupe, said 
that both sides shculd continue to exchange visits of folk art troupes, in order to 
ensure that the national legacy of culture is passed down to future generations. 


About 150 South Korean artists and guests attended the luncheon on Saturday. 
Earlier Saturday, the North Korean folk art troupe conducted a rehearsal for its 
planned art performances in the National Theater in downtown Seoul. The troupe is 
scheduled to perform on Saturday afternoon and on Sunday afternoon. 


Meanwhile, the 15 families that were reunited earlier Saturday in the Sheraton Hotel 
here had luach together at a Korean restaurant in the hotel. 
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Only 15 of the 30 dispersed family members from North Korea that had been scheduled to 
reunite with relatives here on Saturday morning met with their long-lost relatives, 
because of a last-minute change of plans made by the North Korean side. The reunions 
took place in the Sunflower Room of the hotel's convention center. 


The North Korean hometown visitors are scheduled to tour the Hoam Art Museum and Yongin 
family land in the vicinity of Seoul. 


North Art Troupe Performs 
SK211253 Seoul YON’ \P in English 1246 GMT 21 Sep 85 


[Text] Seoul, Sept. 21 (YONHAP) -- The North Korean art troupe presented their first 
performance at the National Theater in downtown Seoul. About 40 artists presented 
traditional Korean songs, dances and played musical instrumen::s during the one-and a 
half-hour performance. 


Some South Korean artists said they were somewhat disappointed because it was difficult 
for them to get pure impression from the performance. 


The 50-member North Korean troupe will give second and last performance Sunday after- 
noon at the same place. 


Separated Families Meet 


$K211258 Seoul YONHAP in English 1247 GMT 21 Sep 85 


[Text] Seoul, Sept. 21 (YONHAP) -- Members of 15 separated Korean families each from 
Seoul and Pyongyang got together again in a dinner party at a Korean-style restaurant 
in eastern Secul Saturday evening. With deep emotion and joy mixed, 37 South and 
North Korean ’'spersed family members and relatives enjoyed the two-hour dinner at 
the Samwon Garden Restaurant here, along with other North Korean hometown visitors 


and folk art performers. 


Earlier Saturday, they tearfully reunited at Seoul's Sheraton Hotel for the first 
time in 40 years. 


Fifty folk art performers from Pyongyang, who did their first performance here Saturday 
afternoon, also joined the party. 


Before coming to the dinner party, the North Korean separated family members made 
sightseeing tours of the Hoam Art Museum and the Yongin family land in the vicinity of 


Seoul. 


15 More Families Meet 


SK221135 Seoul YONHAP in English 1032 GMT 22 Sep 85 


[Text] Seoul, Sept. 22 (OANA-YONHAP) -- Fifteen more North Koreans met with their family 
members and relatives in South Korea at the Sheraton Hotel here Sunday, following the 
first reunions involving 15 families Saturday. 


The 15 met their kin in the Sunflower Hall of the hotel for 15 minutes. They then broke 
up into individual groups and continued their reunions in separate rooms at the hotel. 
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When the South Korean relatives entered the reunion site where the 15 North Koreans 
were awaiting, the reunion hall turned into a acene of tears and wild excitement. Some 
cried over and over after confirming that their parents had been dead. A sister in 
South Korea who lost her husband during the Korean war was struck dumb for a while when 
she met her brother, a "people's actor" in North Korea. 


After the reunions which lasted one and a half hours, first in the Sunflower Hall and 
then in separate rooms, the reunited families drove to the Hotel Shilla in downtown 
Seoul to attend a luncheon hosted by Cho Yong-sik, chairman of a South Korean private 
committee to promote the family reunions. 


While the 15 North Koreans were holding the reunions, families of another 15 North 
Koreans who had been reunited on Saturday enjoyed their second meetings at other rooms 
of the hotel. 


Of 50 North Koreans who came from Pyongyang under an unprecedented “hometown visitors" 
program arranged by Red Cross Societies of two Koreas, the remaining 20 could not be 
reunited with family members because the whereabouts of their kin in the South were 
not known, it was learned. 


On Monday, the 15l-member North Korean delegation, including the 50 hometown visitors 
and 50 performing art trouves, was to return to North Korea via Panmunjom, the truce 
village on the Demilitarized Zone dividing the Korean peninsula. 


North Art Troupe Sightsees 
SK221004 Seoul YONHAP in English 0642 GMT 22 Sep 85 


[Text] Seoul, Sept. 22 (OANA-YONHAP) -- The 50 North Korean folk art performers who 
came to Seoul as part of the first civilian exchange between South and North Korea in 
40 years visited the 63-storied Taehan Life Insurance Building here on Sunday, 


The performers, led by Son Song-pil, chairman of the North Korean Red Cross Central 


Committee, spent about 30 minutes window-shopping and observing an aquarium containing 
dolphins and fish in the basement of the building, which is tallest in the Orient. 


Yi Yong-tok, vice president of the (South) Korea National Red Cross, accompanied th~- 
North Korean guests, and Cho Sun-yong, chairman of the Sindonga business group, which 
owns the building, ushered them into the building. 


"Is the water in the aquarium sea water? How do you bring in sea water?" the chief 
North Korean delegate asked. Son said he had seen a similar aquarium on a visit to 


Sweden several years ago. 


While a dolphin is called “tolkorae" in the South, it is called “kopdungo" in the north, 
Son said. "The sea off the coast of the northern half of the peninsula is abundant 
with crabs, which are as large as those found near Yongdok," Son said. Yongdok is a 
South Korean port city renowned for its large crabs. 


The chief North Korean delegate asked Cho, “When did you come down to the south?" 
Son apparently knew that Cho's hometown is Sariwon, a North Korean city in Hwanghae 
Province. Son wished Cho prosperity in his business and said that the fine aquarium 


would attract many sightseers. 
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THAI PROVACATIONS, KPRAF ACTIONS CLAIMED 


BK201011 Phnom Penh Domestic Service in Cambodian 1200 GMT 19 Sep 85 
[From "Weekly Roundup of Salient Events" feature] 


[Excerpt] Last week, Thai forces intensified their shelling of Cambodian territory 
as well as their use of reconnaissance aircraft to support the Pol Pot remnants and 
other reactionaries so that they could infiltrate into our country and conduct 
destructive activities. 


Thai aircraft violated our airspace 14 times, Thai F-5 aircraft penetrated 
Cambodian airspace up to 15 km inside our territory. They overflew Dangkum and 
Poipet five times and Smatdeng twice. 


With the active support of Thai soldiers, the remnant bandits made every effort to 
attack our defensive lines along the Cambodian-Thai border. In particular, 

these bandits have plundered our people's rice, paddy, and belongings. Moreover, 
they have destroyed roads, obstructed our people's rainy season argricultural 
production, and interrupted our people's gathering during the "Phchum Ben" 
traditional festival. 


It is necessary to note that although they have attempted to commit crimes along the 
border and at a number of places in the interior of the country, the Pol Pot remnants 
and other reactionaries have been smashed by our Revolutionary Armed Forces. 
According to preliminary figures, during 38 operations against enemy soldiers, 

our Revolutionary Armed Forces in cooperation with Vietnamese volunteer forces put 
124 enemy soldiers out of action, including 60 killed and 15 captured. Our 
Revolutionary Armed Forces seized 51 assorted weapons, 100 kg of TNT, and 2 radios. 


In Siem Reap-Oddar Meanchey Province, a part of the provincial forces ambushed Pol 
Pot bandits attempting to plunder the people's belongings in Ta Tray village, Puok 
District. Our combatants killed four Pol Pot bandits and wounded dozens of others. 


In Kompong Thom Province, we killed five enemy soldiers last week. We also arrested 
two of their ringleaders who committed crimes against our people. 


1,400 ENEMY KILLED, OVER 400 RETURN IN AUGUST 


BK201001 Phnom Penh Domestic Service in Cambodian 0430 GMT 20 Sep 85 


[Text] Thoroughiy imbued with the policy of the KPRP and clearly realizing the 
increasingly bitter defeat of the Pol Pot gang and Son Sann-Sihanouk Cambodian 
reactionaries, more than 400 persons misguided by the propaganda of the Pol Pot 
bandits abandoned the enemy ranks and surrendered to the authorities and people in 
August, bringing along nearly 400 assorted weapons and a large quantity of war 
material. These returnees were warmly welcomed by our authorities and people, whu 
have given them all kinds of freedom and rights, enabled them to be reunited with 
their families in their birthplaces, and given them equipment and land for production 
work in solidarity groups. 


These more than 400 awakened brothers deeply thanked the party and state for their 
lenient policy aid for helping them to return to their families and to enjoy all 
the rights like other citizens. At the same time, they pledged to participate 
vigorously in the 3-revolution movement in order to contribute to defending the 
fatherland and building it rapidly toward socialism. 
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Also during August, our People's Revolutionary Armed Forces, in close cooperation with 
the Vietnamese Volunteer Army, launched many sweeping operations against the enemy, 
killing on the spot 1,400 enemy soldiers, wounding 74, and capturing 250. 


CHEA SOTH LEAVES FOR VISIT TO USSR, HUNGARY 


SK201124 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1100 GMT 20 Sep 85 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK September 20 -- A Kampuchean Government delegation left Phnca 
Penh this morning for official friendship visits to the Soviet Union and Hungary. 
The delegation, led by Chea Soth, Politburo member of the People's Revolutionary 
Party of Kampuchea Central Committee, vice premier, and minister of planning, 
consists of Tang Saroem, minister of cultural and economic cooperation with 
Vietnam, Laos, the Soviet Union and other socialist countries, and Phang Saret, 
vice minister of home and foreign trade. 


It was seen off at Pochentong Airport by Men Saman, member, and president of the 
Commission for Propaganda and Education, of the KPRP Central Committee and other 
Kampuchean officials. Soviet Ambassador Yuriv Ivanovich Razdukhov and Hungarian 
Ambassador Lajos Karsai, were also present. 


The visits paid will further promote the ties of fraternal friendship and the 
economic cooperation between Kampuchea and the two countries. 


THAI PAPER: KHMER ROUGE ATTACK SRV TANK BASE 


BK191450 Bangkok BANGKOK WORLD in English 19 Sep 85 p 32 


[Excerpt] Khmer Rouge forces attacked a Vietnamese tank base in Kampuchea last month, 
killing 127 Vietnamese troops and injuring another 220, according to Navy Spokesman 
Captain Pradit Thanyakhup. 


The spokesman said this morning that the 400-man resistance force attached to 
Battalion 415 launched an attack on the tank base at Ban (Ta Kot) near Highway 10 
late last month at 4 a.m. 


The fierce fighting lasted 30 minutes with the Vietnamese suffering very high 
casualties. However he said that the resistance forces suffered only one dead. 


KHMER KILL 30 VIETNAMESE IN SIEM REAP BOMBING 


BK191424 Bangkok BANGKOK WORLD in English 19 Sep 85 p 3 


[Text] Thirty Vietnamese soldiers and civilians were killed and 12 others wounded 
when Khmer resistance troops set off a bomb at a theatre in Siem Reap last week, the 
Khmer Serei radio claimed this morning. The radio, monitored in the border town of 
Aranyaprathet, said fighters of the Sihanoukist Moulinaka faction slipped into the 
theatre where Vietnamese officers and soldiers were watching a drama. 


In the meantime, the radio said, another group of Moulinaka fighters also attacked 
a military training school at Soryavarman II University in Siem Reap. Four 
Vietnamese troops were killed and 23 others wounded, it claimed. 
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It said that last Tuesday a Khmer People's National Liberation Front unit attacked a 
Vietnamese base at 0O-Kampot, about three kilometres east .* Prey Chan. One Vietnamese 
soldier was killed and three others wounded. The KPNLF suf.ered only one wounded, it 
claimed. 


Meanwhile, heavy fighting erupted at 5 a.m. today between Vietnamese troops and Khmer 
Rouge resistance forces on Highway 502 and Phnum Mak Hoeun, Thai military sources said 
this morning. 


VONADK: FRESH SRV FORCES, SOVIET MATERIEL ARRIVE 


BK230316 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 
2315 GMT 22 Sep 85 


[Text] From the end of August to mid-September, the Vietnamese enemy aggressors sent 
more fresh forces to the Cambodian battlefield. 


1. The Vietnamese enemy aggressors sent their military units from Play Cu, central 
Vietnam, to Stung Treng along Route 19. From 20 to 25 August, they sent truckloads of 
soldiers to Cambodia on three occasions. The first time, they sent 20 truckloads; the 
second time, 30 truckloads; and the third time, 25 truckloads. On these occasions, 3,000 
Vietnamese soldiers were sent from Vietnam. 


2. From 3 to 7 September, the Vietnamese enemy aggressors sent 85 truckloads with over 
3,000 new recruits from southern Vietnam to Ang Ta Saom along Route 2. 


3. On 1 and 2 September, the Vietnamese enemy aggressors transported 4,000 soldiers by 
sea to Chamlang Kou and Dang Tong, Koh Kong Province. These soldiers are mostly students 
who have had military training and have been armed and sent to Cambodia. 


4. At the beginning of September, an East German ship transported Soviet military 
materiel for Vietnamese aggressor forces in Cambodia. It unloaded artillery, ammunition, 
and tanks at Kompong Som Port. 


It is a fact that the Vietnamese enemy aggressors have sent more fresh soldiers and 
weapons to the Cambodian battlefield to pursue their war of aggression in Cambodia in the 
forthcoming 1985-86 dry season. This also shows once again that the declaration by the 
Hanoi Vietnamese on their partial troop withdrawals from Cambodia is only a shameless 
attempt to mislead the Vietnamese people and international opinion. 


VONADK CLAIMS SRV REGIMENT COMMANDER KILLED 


BK230045 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 
2315 GMT 22 Sep 85 


[Excerpt] On 13 September, our DK forces fired 107-mm cannon on a Battenbang town. We 
shelled Phsa Kraom and the provincial office, killing two Vietnamese enemy officials and 
wounding three others. 


On 10 September, we attacked the Vietnamese enemy aggressors in Kantuot village, 
Banteay Srei District, Siem Reap Province. We killed a regiment commander. 
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CAMBODIAN FIREFIGHT RESULTS IN BORDER SHELLING 


BK220914 Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 22 Sep 85 p 2 


[Text] At 1300 on 20 September, the Khmer Rouge's 108th Regiment of the 450th 

Division led by Regiment Commander Sok Pheap used an 82-mm mortar and 75-mm recoilless 
gun to shell a stronghold of the Vietnamese-Heng Samrin troops at an area of Pou Bei 
Daeum in Nimit village around Highway 5, which is about 8 km east of Aranyaprathet and 

3 km north of the Thai border at Ban Nong Ian, Tambon The Kham of Aranyaprathet District, 
Prachinburi Province. The shelling prompted fierce retaliation from the Vietnamese 
soldiers which lasted about 20 minutes. 


According to a newsman's report, during the fighting about 20 shells landed in Thai soil 
at a field in Ban Nong Ian, where some villagers were pasturing hundreds of cattle. The 
shells killed a cow belonging to Phuang Tansi of village no. 6 in Tambon Tha Kham of 
Aranyaprathet. 


SRV SHELLING TERMED ‘DELIBERATE PROVOCATION’ 


BK230219 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 23 Sep 85 p 3 


[Text] Aranyaprathet -- Two Thai rangers were seriously wounded when Vietnamese shells 
landed three kilometres inside Thailand yesterday afternoon, field military sources 
reported. 


The shells struck a deserted village of Salong Kong, about 17 kilometres south of 
Aranyaprathet where the ranger unit set up a checkpoint. The two wounded rangers were 
taken to a military hospital where they were reported to be in serious condition. 


The first Vietnamese shell landed at around 2 p.m. prompting the Thai side to fire 
warning shots. However, the Vietnamese gunners continued to fire into Thailand, prompt- 
ing the Thai troopers to retaliate with artillery fire. The duel lasted for half an hour 
before it died down. 


Thai military sources described the Vietna..ese shelling as a "deliberate provocation" 
since there has been no fighting between Vietnamese troops and resistance forces in the 
area. They said they will ask the Government to protest the shellings. 


The sources also said that the fighting inside Kampuchea was still heavy even though 
the rainy season has arrived. In the previous years, fighting usually subsided during 
the wet season before resuming in the dry season. 


_ARMY OFFICER ON CAMBODIAN BORDER SITUATION 


BK230554 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 1300 GMT 22 Sep 85 


[Recorded statement by Chanthaburi-Trat Border Defense Force representative Captain 
Pradit Thanyakhup -- date, place not given] 


[Text] The Vietnamese-Heng Samrin forces still control strategic bases and villages to 
prevent attacks by DK soldiers. They have instructed all units to be alert and to 
arrange night patrols on routes and highways used to transport military supplies. 
Battalion-level units have arranged weapons training to improve efficiency. 
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As for Democratic Kampuchea, they were able to extend their offensive operations to 
additional areas deeper inside Cambodia and were able to inflict casualties on 
Vietnamese forces on several occasions. They used guerrilla tactics to attack Vietnamese 
strongholds along the Thai-Cambodian border, causing some shells to land inside Thai 
territory. About 13 shells fell in Chanthaburi Province on 2 occasions, and 137 rounds 
landed in Trat Province on 6 occasions. 


Regarding major military situations at sreas opposite Pong Nam Ron District of Chan- 
thaburi Province, on 23 August yellowish rain was discovered at an area in Ban Map Phai 
of Sung District, Chanthaburi. However, nobody was harmed. The Chanthaburi-Trat border 
defense force sent samples of the toxic substance for analysis. 


On 26 August, three artillery shells landed on Thai soil at (Ban Ong Wichian) as a result 
of fighting inside Cambodia. Nobody was injured. 


On 31 August at 0040, about 400 soldiers of the 415th Division of Khieu Samphan's forces 
launched an attack against a Vietnamese stronghold, believed to be a tank unit, at 

Ta Kot village near Route 10 southwest of Battambang Province. The attack, which lasted 
about 30 minutes, resulted in 127 Vietnamese soldiers dead and 220 wounded and the 
destruction of a number of weapons and tanks. One Khieu Samphan soldier was killed and 
five wounded. 


On 9 September at 1320, 10 Vietnamese artillery shells landed on Thai soil at Ban Phak 
Kat of Pong Nam Ron District of Chanthaburi Province. 


It is reported that on 24 August, Vietnamese forces improved an old airport at Ta Sanh, 
about 26 km from the Thai border in Bo Rai District of Trat Province. 


ROYAL ANNOUNCEMENT ON NEW INDUSTRY MINISTER 


BK2 30614 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 0530 GMT 23 Sep 85 


[19 Sep announcement signed by King Phumiphon Adunyadet and countersigned by Prime 
Minister General Prem Tinsulanon] 


[Text] Royal signature: Phumftphon Adunyadet, king 


His Majesty King Phumiphon Adunyadet has graciously given permission to announce that, 
in connection with the announcement dated 10 April 1983 appointing General Prem Tin- 
sulanon as prime minister and the latest announcement appointing a minister dated 

28 August 1985, Industry Minister Op Wasurat and Deputy Industry Minister Prayot 
Nuangchamnong have now resigned from their posts; therefore, their ministerial status 
has been terminated. To make it appropriate and to better serve the administration, 
empowered by provisions of Articles 146 and 156 of the Constitution of the Kingdom of 
Thailand, his majesty the king has graciously approved their resignations and appointed 
the following new ministers: 


1. Chirayu Itsarangkun na Ayutthaya willbe removed from the post of deputy industry 
minister and become industry minister; 


2. Anon Chaisaeng will become deputy industry minister; 


3. Michai Wirawaithaya will become deputy industry minister. 
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This is effective immediately. 

Announced on 19 September 1985, the 40th year under the reign of the present king 
Countersigned by General Prem Tinsulanon, prime minic-~ r 

ARMY OFFICER SAYS 7 LAO 'INFILTRATORS' CAPTURED 

BK220124 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 22 Sep 85 p 3 


[Text] Seven Laotian infiltrators have been captured while gathering military intelli- 
gence at Thung Change District in Nan, Army Secretary Maj-Gen Narudon Detpradiyut said 
yesterday. 


He also said that 15 Thai villagers in the same district were arrested by Laotian troops. 
They were still under detention, he added. 


Maj-Gen Narudon said that Laotian and Vietnamese army officials recently held talks at 
Sayaboury Province aimed at reinforcing Vietnamese troops on the Laotian border for mili- 
tary purposes. The meeting also pledged to support the new Thai communist party "Phak 
Mai" based at the Laotian border township of Phiang in Sayaboury. 


The party, which is backed by Vietnam and the Soviet Union, aims to conduct insurgency 
operations in Chiang Rai, Nan, Uttaradit, Phitsanulok, Phetchabun and Loei provinces. 
Maj-Gen Narudon said that the combined Laotian and Vietnamese troops have lessened their 
military operation against Laotian resistance forces operating along the Thai-Lao border 
especially in Sayaboury and Oudomsai. 


Concerning the three disputed border villages in Ban Khok Sub-district of Uttaradit, he 
said fresh Laotian troops have been moved in and that there have been reports of infil- 
tration by Laotian soldiers. Maj-Gen Narudon added that a Thai soldier had been wounded 
during a recent clash with Laotian soldiers. 


"OFFICIAL TRADE’ WITH LAOS TO BEGIN ‘NEXT MONTH' 


BK210219 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 21 Sep 85 p 3 


{Text] Nong Khai -- Thailand and Laos will begin barter trade a provincial level next 
month or November at the latest, Sira Chaowanawirat, head of the 1 -ovincial Administrative 


Office here, disclosed yesterday. 


He said that the commencement of official trade between the two countries, initially at 
provincial level, was the result of an agreement reached about two months ago between 
officials of thig northeastern province and Vientiane. He said that the provincial 
cooperatives, which will undertake trading with their Laotian counterparts, will trade 
detergent, clothing, sandals, bicycle tyres and other consumer products for forestry 
products, herbs, rattan, dried fish and logs. 


Normally, the trade between the two countries is conducted only by the private sector. 
The official trade volume is, however, much smaller than the trade by smugglers. 
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PLANNED SHAN ATTACKS PRODUCE 'FULL ALERT’ 


BK210735 Bangkok BANGKOK WORL! in English 21 Sep 85 p 3 


[Text] The Government is on full alert following a report that the Shan United Army 
(SUA) would attack the government narcotic suppression units in the wake of its losses 
of men and income from drug trading, according to informed military sources. 


The SUA planned the attack during a recent meeting of its key members responsible for 
sales, distribution, production and trafficking of narcotic drugs who were based in Mae 
Hong Son, Doi Lang of Chiang Mai and Mae Chan District of Chiang Rai, the sources said. 
Representatives of the SUA from the main camp at Muang Kan in Burma and some key 
narcotic personalities hiding in Thailand also attended the meeting. 


The "secret" meeting was held on September 12 at a site near Ban Thoet Thai, formerly 

Ban Hin Taek, in Mae Chan District of Chiang Rai Province, the sources said. The meet- 
ing took into consideration the quantities of drugs being captured this year, the number 
of men killed and difficulties in drug trafficking and delivery of chemicals to 
refineries as a result of the Government's anti-drug operations. It was agreed that more 
violent measures would be taken to counter the Government's operations and that there 
would be changes of agents in various localities in the North since most of them had 
been exposed and secrets had been leaked to the anti-drug authorities, the sources said. 


In a move to combat narcotic activities, a meeting on "Narcotic Suppression Policy in the 
Northern Region" was held today at the Suriwong Hotel in Chiang Mai. Among the 50 
participants were narcotic suppression officials from the northern provinces and 
representatives from the Office of Narcotic Control Board (ONCB) and Border Patrol 
police. The meeting aimed to formulate new policy to curb opium cultivation in the 
season to come and discussed problems in the implementation of the policy. 


SITTHI LEAVES FOR BRUSSELS, NEW YORK 18 SEP 


BK191014 Bangkok Domestic Service in English 0000 GMT 19 Sep 85 


[Text] Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila left Bangkok yesterday for Brussels, where he 
will chair a meeting of Thai ambassadors and consuls posted in Europe. After the meet- 
ing, the minister will fly to New York to attend the UN Security Council meeting on the 
theme of United Nations for a better world scheduled for 26 September. 


During his stay in New York from 22 September to 4 October, Foreign Minister Sitthi is 
scheduled to meet U.S. leaders, ASEAN foreign ministers, and senior officials from Spain, 
Senegal, Argentina, Belgium, Japan, West Germany, New Zealand, Israel, Chile, and Iraq. 
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"INFORMED SOURCES': TRADE DELEGATION VISITED PRC 


HK229907 Hong Kong AFP in English 0901 GMT 22 Sep 85 


[Text] Hanoi, Sept 22 (AFP) -- Vietnam sent a trade delegation to Beijing last month to 
discuss Vietnamese participation in an international exposition to be held in the 
Chinese capital in November, informed sources here said. Observers said it was the first 
official delegation from Vietnam to visit China, its chief enemy, in the last two years. 


The sources said the delegation was headed by a leading Foreign Trade Ministry official, 
Tran Uxan Phoi. They added that the delegation went to China to pave the way for 
Vietnamese participation in the November exposition, during the next United Nations 
Asian and Pacific Economic and Social Commission summit in Beijing. The last such 
visit was in 1983 when a team of Vietnamese agricultural experts attended an inter- 
national conference on rural development in China. 


In April of this year, two former foreign trade ministers, Li Giang of China and Phan 
Anh of Vietnam met in Beijing during a United Nations seminar on Palestine. Their 
meeting was described by Beijing and Hanoi as between "two old friends" who were not 
acting in. an official capacity. 


HANOI NOTICE ON CURRENCY 'RUMORMONGERS ' 


OW202359 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 20 Sep 85 


[Notice issued by Hanoi municipality money withdrawal and exchange steering committee -- 
date, signatories not given] 


[Text] In the past few days, false rumors have been spread in some areas about exchange 
and scrapping of denominations of 10-dong and below bank notes. This is sheer fabrica- 
tion, circulated by miscreants and saboteurs, designed to cause worry among our people. 


According to decision No 2, dated 13 September 1985, of the Council of Ministers, all 
denominations of 10-dong and below continue to be circulated, in parallel with the 


newly-issued currency. 


Therefore, it is suggested that our people be extremely vigilant, not let themselves be 
duped by the miscreants and saboteurs, and struggle to detect the false rumormongers. 
Administrations at all echelons and mass organizations should encourage the people to 
set their minds at ease, detect the false rumormongers and speculators scheming to 
undermind the value of our currency, and bring them to trial immediately, according to 


law. 


LE DUAN ATTENDS 22 SEP HO CHI MINH CITY MEETING 


BK230304 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 22 Sep 85 


[Text] The party committee, people's committee, and Vietnam Fatherland Front committee 
of Ho Chi Minh City held a solemn meeting on the evening of 22 September at the 
municipal theater to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the Nam Bo resistance, 

23 September 1945-85. 
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Comrades Nguyen Van Linh, member of the party Central Committee Political Bureau and 
Secretary of the municipal party committee; Mai Chi Tho, party Central Committee member 
and deputy secretary of the municipal party committee; Phan Van Khai, party Central Com- 
mittee member and chairman of the municipal people's committee; many other leaders of 
the city party organization, administration, and VFT; deputies of the National Assembly; 
and delegates of the 7th Military Region Headquarters attending the meeting, 


The participants in the meeting were elated at welcoming Comrade Le Duan, general secre- 
tary of the party Central Committee, at the meeting presidium. 


Nguyen Ho, chairman of the city VFF committee, delivered a speech recalling the heroic 
and stalwart spirit of the people in Saigon-Gia Dinh on the lst day of the anti-French 
resistance struggle in Nam Bo, 23 September 1945. He clearly pointed out the contribu- 
tions of the city party organization and people to the common national cause in the two 
resistance struggles against foreign aggression. He said;. Forty years have elapsed, 
but the day of 23 September 1945 will always remain in the glorious national history 
shining of revolutionary heroism. The brave combat exploits of the Saigon-Cholon-Gia 
Dinh people and the southern people as a whole were cited by President Ho Chi Minh 
under the title "bulwark of the fatherland" in his letter to the southern people in 
February 1946. Our city can be always proud of this title. 


After recalling the city's effort in the past 10 years of socialist construction, Com- 
rade Nguyen Ho continued: Respected and beloved General Secretary Le Duan has directed 
our city party organization and people to build the city, making it a comprehensively 
strong city, a socialist city with a modern agro-industrial structure, an advanced cul- 
ture and technology, and a modern civilization of some importance in Southeast Asia. To 
fulfill this responsibility to the country, let us turn our revolutionary heroism during 
the resistance for national salvation into heroism in labor and national construction 
and defense. In the immediate future, we are determined to develop the revolutionary 
movement to implement successfully the sixth, seventh, and eighth plenum resolutions of 
the party Central Committee to eliminate the system of bureaucratic centralism and 
subsidization and completely shift to socialist economic accounting and business trans- 
actions. 


SRV-USSR OIL, GAS VENTURE FACILITIES OPEN 


0W201311 Hanoi VNA in English 0737 GMT 20 Sep 85 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Sept 20 -- The Vietnam-Soviet oil and gas joint venture (Vietxopetro) 
has put many service facilities into operation at the Vung Tau oil project east of Ho 
Chi Minh City. These include a wharf for 10,000-ton ships and 700 metres of landing 
pier, and the dredging of one million cubic metres of mud. 


The electricity and water supply systems and housing quarters including creches and 
kindergartens for Soviet and Vietnamese workers are being speedily installed. 


Tnstallation of the second oil rig is being eccelerated while the platform of the third 
af ng assembled to be shipped off shore in the near future. 
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AUSTRALIA 


HAWKE CALLS ON FRANCE TO 'ATONE' FOR RAINBOW WARRIOR 


HK230927 Hong Kong AFP in English 0857 GMT 23 Sep 85 


[Text] Townsville, Australia, Sept 23 (AFP) -- Australian Prime Minister Bob Hawke 
today called on France to "atone" for sinking the Greenpeace vessel Rainbow Warrior and 
said there must be no more to what he termed lies. Mr Hawke accused the French Govern- 
ment of having "brutally infringed" the accepted code of relations between nations in 
the sabotage of the Rainbow Warrior in New Zealand on July 10, which left one crewman 
dead. 


"The previous whit washes and -- let's not beat about the bush -- the lies that have 
been told in the past cannot now serve as a barrier to prevent those responsible 

being brough to justice," he said. "Having said that, everyone's best interests are 
served by the French Government undertaking to act in the future in a manner which is 
compatible with sensible and decent relations between nations -- something they have 
brutally infringed by their involvement in the episode concerning the Rainbow Warrior." 
Mr Hawke told a news conference after a meeting of his cabinet in this north 
Queensland city he hoped the French Government would realise that it must atone for 
what had been done. 


Earlier today Acting Foreign Minister Gareth Evans said Australia welcomed France's 
admission of guilt over the sinking and looked forward to the perpetrators’ being 
brought to justice "without delay or qualification." Senator Evans said Casberra also 
welcomed Paris' undertaking -- however belated -- to conduct a thorough investigation 
into the whole affair. French Premier Laurent Fabius admitted last night that French 
secret agents acting on orders sank the Rainbow Warrior. Mr Fabius announced the 
setting up of a parliamentary committee of inquiry into the incident and the appoint- 
ment of a new head of France's secret service, the DGSE. 


NEW ZEALAND 


PRIME MINISTER REACTS TO FRENCH ANNOUNCEMENT 


HK230044 Hong Kong AFP in English 0015 GMT 23 Sep'85 


[Text] Wellington, Sep 23 (AFP) -- New Zealand Prime Minister David Lange said the 
New Zealand position had been "vindicated and enhanced" by Sunday's French admission 
that the Greenpeace anti-nuclear ship "Rainbow Warrior" was "sunk under officiol 
orders" by French secret servicemen. France had committed "a sordid act of state -backed 
terrorism" said Mr Lange who rejected outright a French statement that because its 
agents acted under orders they should not be brought totrial. 


The New Zealand prime minister said this would amount to "anarchy" in international 
relations. He was reacting to a surprise televised announcement last night by French 
Premier Laurent Fabius that the new French defense minister had finally learned that 
French espionage agents mined the Greenpeace ship under orders. 


Mr Lange said there was still a range of matters which required "disclosure" -- "in 
particular, who ordered this bombing, who fronted the bombing, and at political level 
was that bombing funded? If the French are honourable in their investigation", then 
they should "provide some inquiry results for New Zealand police” and authorize them 
to investigate further in France, he said. Mr Lange said: "The idea that acting under 
orders of a foreign power gives anyone licence to execute criminal acts in another 
country with immunity and remain inviolate from prosecution and sanction is of course 


quite absurd. 
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"It is, I think, the kind of statement the French prime minister would resile (withdraw) 
from if he thought about it for any length of time. If it became the state of affairs 
which governed the international relations between countries, that would be sheer 
anarchy," the prime minister said. "That is exactly the sort of barbarity we retreated 
from some thousands of years ago." 


Mr Lange said he was very concerned the people who sabotaged the "Rainbow Warrior" would 
not have proceedings taken against them. 


"That is not a principle of law which is recognised in New Zealand or any other country 
in the world." He said the French president (Francois Mitterrand) and Prime Minister 
(Laurent Fabius) had both pledged to bring to justice those responsible for the bomb 
attack. "It now remains for France to deliver," he said. 


Sunday's statement by Prime Minister Fabius was "a complete reversal of the story given 
to the world a very short time ago", Mr Lange said. The prime minister confirmed that 
New Zealand had delivered a note to France on September 6 relating to possible legal 
actions over the bombing and to compensation. 


In the note, Mr Lange said "New Zerzland reserved its legal position and gave notice we 
would, consistent with any rights that were available to us under international law or 
through the United Nations, pursue any remedies which are appropriate for the breach of 
our sovereignty, or of course for the physical consequences for the act which require 
compensation." 


Mr Lange stressed that the two French secret agents held in New Zealand on charges relat- 
ing to the bombing of the vessel must be presumed innocent until proven quilty in New 
Zealand courts. 


Earlier New Zealand's Greenpeace spokeswoman Elaine Shaw called for the French agents to 
stand trial for the bombing: "Murder is murder," she said, adding: "Just because the 
people who perpetrated it work in a particular (secret) service, does not mean they can 
automatically be absolved from such a crime. "This a crime against Greenpeace, against 
Fernando (the crewman Fernando Pereira killed by the mine explosion) and against the 
people of the Pacific," Ms Shaw said. 


To Seek Reparation 
HK230728 Hong Kong AFP in English 0718 GMT 23 Sep 85 
[By Ray Lilley] 
[Excerpts] Wellington, Sept 23 (AFP) -- New Zealand will seek millions of dollars in 
compensation from France, both for itself and on behalf of the Greenpeace organisation, 
for the French bombing of the Rainbow Warrior, Prime Minister David Lange said today. 
"Basically it will cover compensation for the exemplary damages aspect -- that is to say 


the affront to our sovereignty, where no material damage can be assessed". "Then there 
will be special damages, including the costs of the (police) enquiry," Mr. Lange said. 


Mr. Lange told a news conference that the bill for reparations would run into millions 
of dollars. He said claims by the anti-nuclear group Greenpeace over the attack by 

the French external intelligence service, the DGSE, would be covered by the New Zealand 
Government's claim. He welcomed a statement by French Prime Minister Laurent Fabius 
that French agents had bombed the vessel "as a very strong movement on the part of 
France to get to the bottom of this matter." 
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BAYAN SAYS 84 ARRESTED IN MANILA AREA PROTESTS 


NC211735 Paris AFP in English 1659 GMT 21 Sep 85 


[Excerpt] Manila, Sep 21 (AFP) -- At least 84 arrests were reported today as Manila and 
its suburbs erupted in a frenzy of noise-making and vandalism capping three days of 
nationwide protests that left 20 people dead. Major cities across the Philippines were 
earlier crippled by transport strikes, rallies and marches marking the 13th anniversary 
today of President Ferdinand Marcos' imposition of martial law, which he lifted in 
January 1981. The 68-year-old president cancelled a public appearance for undisclosed 
reasons, issued no statement and stayed in his palace, which bristled with riot police, 
armed troops and barricades that blocked two separate marches. 


The leftist alliance Bayan, which led the "noise barrage" after one of the aborted 
marches, tallied 84 arrests in the metropolis as of 10 p.m. (1400 GMT). Manila police 
reported 23 arrests, and said more people were being hauled in by roving police patrols. 
A Bayan spokesman said its tally included Manila's surrounding towns and cities. Bayan 
said three protesters were shot and injured in Manila and eight others were missing, but 
this could not be independently verified. Firecrackers exploded like gunshots in 
Manila's thickly populated districts. 


Major Cities 'Crippled' 
HK210816 Hong Kong AFP in English 0754 GMT 21 Sep 85 


[Text] Manila, Sep 21 (AFP) -- Anti-government protests today crippled major 
Philippine cities, marking the 13th anniversary of martial law imposition while 17 
people were confirmed dead after shooting erupted Friday in a central town. Thousands 
of people angered by yesterday's shooting of protesters by security forces during a 
rally in the central province of Negros Occidental marched toward President Ferdinand 
Marcos's palace near downtown Manila. In central Manila, some 10,000 protesters under 
the radical alliance Bayan defied police warnings and chanted "Marcos, Hitler" as they 
marched toward the heavily guarded palace of the 67-year-old chief executive. Piot 
police blocked them a few streets away from the palace gates. 


Elsewhere, "people's strikes" crippled three of the country's largest cities, Bacolod 
and Cebu in th. central islands, and Davao in the south, reports reaching here said. 

Anc.' ~r 4,000 people belonging to the more moderate Bandila alliance also headed for 

the palace in downtown Manila after police refused to let them march to the suburban 

Armed Forces headquarters. 


Mr Marcos -- who ruled by martial law from September 21, 1972 to January 17, 1981 -- 

and his wife were earlier "convicted" and ordered "banished" from the country by a 
mock court for six alleged crimes against their people. A heavy downpour failed to dis- 
perse marchers in Manila but Mr Marcos cancelled a scheduled appearance at a large 
theater here. 


Police and troops patrolled Manila and the provincial cities, where protesters set up 
road blocks to disrupt transportation. The estimated 200,000-strong armed forces was 
on full alert for today's protests. In the mock court trial, a pregnant woman repre- 
senting the country and a "chief justice" ordered the Marcoses, represented by masked 
stage players, "banished" after a nine-man jury representing different Filipino sectors 
was urged by some 5,000 jeering protesters to pronounce a "guilty" verdict. 


Corazon Aquino, widow of Mr Marcos’ slain political rival Benigno Aquino, led the rally, 
which took on a festive atmosphere with most participants garbed in yellow clothing, 
the symbolic color of the moderate opposition. 
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The larger Bayan march blocked earlier near the palace bhomed with red flags and 
streamers. P:otesters taunted police during a tense standoff. "There is a clear and 
present danger that you have been infiltrated with subversive terrorists," Manila Police 
Chief Brigadier General Narciso Cabrera told protest leaders whom he gave an hour to 

end their gathering. "We can't allow them to go further. That would be a mockery of 
the law," he told newsmen later. Roads leading to the presidential palace bristled with 
armed troops, barbed wire barricades and riot police, 


Earlier, the mock court conviced the Marcoses of "militarization, destruction of the 
cultural minorities, promoting prostitution, ruining the economy, acquisition of ill- 
gotten wealth, and human rights violations." The mock trial was an offshoot of the 
resolution filed by opposition M.P.'s after a property scandal in which the Marcos couple 
and their "cronies" were accused of stashing millions of dollars in ill-gotten wealth 
abroad. 


In Cebu, the country's second largest city, a total of 177 protesters were arrested 
yesterday but freed after six hours without charges. Thirteen people were arrested 
today at street barricades which were dismantled starting noon. 


SOLDIERS KILL 15 PROTESTERS IN ESCALANTE 


HK201453 Hong Kong AFP in English 1449 GMT 20 Sep 85 


[Text] Escalante, Philippines, Sep 20 (AFP) -- Soldiers and militiamen today opened 
fire on some 10,000 anti-government protesters killing 15 people and wounding at least 
30 in this central town, hospitals and survivors said. Soldiers with a machinegun and 
Armalite rifles cordoned off the sprawled bodies at a square opposite the town hall 
where the shooting occurred, then cocked and aimed their rifles at reporters who tried 
to photograph the corpses, the survivors said. 


Survivors, who asked that their surnames be withheld, said some 30 soldiers and militia- 
men sprayed some 10,000 protesters with machinegun and automatic rifle fire when they 
refused to heed a 15-minute ultimatum to disperse. Fourteen people lay dead on the 

town square while 31 others were taken to hospitals with bullet wounds, One died later. 
Rally leaders said most of the protesters were young and out of work sugar plantation 
and mill workers. The rallyists who were protesting against alleged military abuses 
said the military first hosed them dow with water from firehouses and then lobbed tear 
gas grenades. But they refused to disperse and the soldiers starting firing. The 
soldiers also prevenied reporters from interviewing Army Captain Modesto Sanson, whom 


protesters said led the attack. 


"What happened was a massacre because it was a cold-blooded murder of the rallyists who 
were helpless and never attempted to fight back,” rally leader Roger Javier said from 
a nearby school where they took refuge. 


Tears were streaming down his face as he answered reporters’ queries. Mr Javier, an 
official of the National Federation of Sugarcane Workers, had several bruises on his 
arms. He said most of thedeadwere at the frontlines when the attack came, A 1l6-year- 
old girl, July, said she was saved only because the wounded body of her best friend 
Robina fell on top of her. Shedied later. "I am crying not because I'm afraid but 
because I could have taken her to safety but she was too heavy," she added. 


The rally was part of a three-day "people's strike" called by the militant Bayan 
[New Nationalist] Alliance throughout Negros Island, center of the country's troubled 
sugar industry. The rallyists are among 250,000 sugar workers laid off in May. 
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Eyewitnesses said the strike has totally crippled the capital, Bacolod City, 70 kilo- 
meters (42 miles) southeast of here. All commercial establishments were shut and 
roads were empty because of barricades erected by protesters in major streets. The 
military put up their own roadblocks in town boundaries. Soldiers checked car trunks 
and other baggages as cars and other vehicles were stopped one by one. 


A total of 184 protesters were reported arrested in similar "people's strikes" across 
the country. (In Cebu City east of here, 174 people were arrested in a strike called 
by the alliance to press for the release of missing Roman Catholic priest Father Rudy 
Romano and student leader Roland Ybanez, allegedly abducted by the military. Police 
fired powerful water blasts from firetrucks at hundreds of protesters squatting on the 
middle of the road near Cebu's boundary wich Mandawe City and hauled off 167 demon- 
Strators to waiting dumptrucks when they cefused to budge, eyewitnesses said. Police 
said five demonstrators were arrested earlier today for allecedly forcing people aboard 
a small bus to alight and join the strike, while two youths were held for throwing iron 
spikes on the streets. Military patrols of six to seven heavily-armed soldiers each 
were seen patrolling the streets of this central city and its suburbs. Officials said 
80 percent of the public transport system was paralyzed. The official PHILIPPINE NEWS 
AGENCY reported from Manila that 10 people were arrested in the southern city of Davao 
as they scrawled anti-government slogans in public places in preparation for a "people's 
strike". ) 


Doctor: Prone Protesters Shot 
HK220809 Hong Kong AFP in English 0759 GMT 22 Sep 85 


[Text] Bacolod, Philippines, Sept 22 (AFP) -- A doctor who treated victims of troops 
who fired on an anti-government rally near here said today that many of the casualties 
had been shot as they lay prone and defenselesa on the ground. A total of 20 protesters 
were killed in Friday's shooting in Escalante town, 70 kilometers (42 miles) northeast 
of this central city, when they ignored a military ultimatum for them to vacate the 

town square. 


Doctor Pedro Hinolan, who runs a private clinic in the town, told reporters: "All 12 
victims whom we treated could not have been standing. They were all lying. The men 

who shot at them were at an elevated position." He said that two of his patients had 
died while the others were recuperating from bullet wounds. A check with hospitals and 
private clinics in and around Escalante showed a total of 30 causalties, most with bul- 
let wounds. Father Nico Hosstede, a Dutch Roman Catholic priest in nearby Mount Carmel 
parish, told reporters that he had found out that about 50 other people were still miss- 
ing after talking to their relatives. 


One of the participants in the rally, a young sugar worker, was found yesterday -- a 
full day after the shooting — cringing in fear in a sugar cane field near the scene. 
Meanwhile, a special investigation team from the Philippine Constabulary's Criminal 
Investigation Service said it had prepared a preliminary report on the shooting. The 
report is to be submitted to the Armed Forces’ acting chief, Lieutenant General Fidel 
Ramos, in Manila tomorrow. Team leader Major Nestor Gualberto told reporters that Lt. 
Gen. Ramos was "shocked" by initial reports of the incident. Maj. Gualberto would 

not reveal the contents of his report. The militant alliance Bayan, which organized 
the rally, snubbed the major's invitation to tell its version of Friday's events. 'We 
do not believe that our giving out of statements will lead to the prosecution of the 
guilty parties," it said in a statement. 
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Earlier, witnesses and survivors said that troops had fired deliberately at the defense- 
less crowd of some 10,000, mostly jobless sugar workers. But the military rejected the 
charge, saying that the troops were attacked first. 


National Assembly member Wilson Gamboa, Negros Island's only opposition legislator, told 
reporters that he would ask the National Assembly in Manila tomorrow to investigate the 
incident. Bayan organized the rally to protest against alleged Philippines's troubled 
sugar industry. 


The participants were among 250,000 plantation and mill workers laid off in May because 
of low world sugar prices and high production costs. 


Ramos Justifies Shootings 
HK210254 Hong Kong AFP in English 0238 GMT 21 Sep 85 


[Excerpt] Manila, Sep 21 (AFP ) -- The acting Philippine Armed Forces chief today 
defended the military's shooting of anti-government demonstrators in Negros Island in 
which 17 people were killed, saying protesters attacked first. In an interview broad- 
cast here by DWWW Radio, Lieutenant General Fidel Ramos said yesterday's firing on 
some 10,000 demonstrators in the northern Negros town of Escalante was a “sad incident" 
and added that he had dispatched the military commander in the region to investigate. 


He defended the action of some 30 soldiers and militiamen who broke up the rally, saying 
military officials reported to him that the crowd "became unruly" and rushed toward the 


troopers even after they had fired warning shots in the air. 


(In a message broadcast by radio stations in the island's capital of Bacolod, Roman 
Cathclic Bishop Antonio Fortich condemned the incident as a "cold-blooded massacre", 
and charged that the soldiers shot at fleeing demonstrators. Bishop Fortich, t e 
spiritual leader of the island, also appealed for blood, food, and cash denotations 
for nine other casualties who were still being treated in hospitals. Rally leaders 
said 19 protestors were still missing. The protesters were mostly young unemployed 
plantation and mill workers in the Philippines’ sugar capital. The incident occurred 
on the eve of the 13th anniversary of the imposition on martial law in the country.) 


The entire 200,000-strong armed forces went on full alert starting yesterday, anticipat- 
ing terrorist-inspired disturbances in urban centers of the New People’s Army, the 
armed wing of the banned Communist Party of the Philippines. (Two more victims died 

in a hospital near Escalante today, bringing the death toll to 17. The military 
brought 16 of the corpses to a military camp in nearby Sagay Town, and said they would 
wait for the relatives to identify and claim their kin. The rally, held at the town 
square, was part of a three-day people's strike called by the opposition Bayan Alliance 
in Negros to protest widespread hunger and militarization in the island. The strike 
totally crippled Bacolod, 460 kilometers (276 miles) south of Manila. Residents said 
all commercial establishaents were shut and str ets were empty for the second consecu- 
tive day as protesters erected barricades to enforce the strike.) 
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PRO-GOVERNMENT NEWSPAPER EDITOR KILLED IN DAVAO 
HK230427 Hong Kong AFP in English 0403 GMT 23 Sep 85 


[Excerpt] Davao, Philippines, Sep 23 (AFP) -- A pro-government newspaper editor was shot 
dead at his home while a city councilor and part-time radio commentator escaped death 
today as a "people's strike" began in this southern city. Randolph Sunico, 50, was shot 
once in the head by one of three armed men who knocked on his door and chased him after 
he tried to run, his daughter Asuncion told reporters. Police confirmed the slaying but 
said they had no suspects yet. Mr. Sunico was editor of the SOUTHERN PHILIPPINES 
CHRONICLE, a newsweekly, and was closely identified with the military in this insurgency- 
rocked port city on Mindanao Island some 900 kilometers (560 miles) southeast of Manila. 
He was the third newsman killed in Davao, and the 1lth in the country, this year in an 
unprecedented spate of killings of journalists. Some deaths have been blamed on the 
military, others on the communist New People's Army (NPA). 


Meanwhile, Davao City Councilor Alfredo Vergara, who works part-time as a radio commen- 
tator, said he narrowly escaped death when his jeep was hit by 10 bullets as he headed 
for his station to start his early-morning show. He is one of 10 journalists contained 
in an alleged communist "death list" relased here in July by the military, which said 
it was seized from the NPA, military wing of the banned communist party. 


WORKERS IN U.S. MILITARY BASES TO GET PAY HIKES 


“HK200723 Quezon City Maharlika Broadcasting System in English 0400 GMT 20 Sep 85 


[Text] Beginning October lst, all 21,000 Filipino workers at the U.S. military facili- 
ties will receive pay increases. The pay hikes range from 16 to 30 percent for 
blue-collar workers and 19 to 25 percent for white-collar employees. The chief of the 
U.S. forces in the Philippines Edwin (Cohn) said the pay increases are based on a survey 
of 36 progressive Filipino companies. 


CONDITIONS NOTED FOR RECONCILIATION 'SUMMIT' 


4K230455 Hong Kong AFP in English 0432 GMT 23 Sep 85 


[Text] Manila, Sep 23 (AFP) -- Government, opposition and civic leaders today agreed on 
the need for a national reconciliation "summit" to solve the Philippines’ political and 
economic crisis. But the leaders, reacting to a reconciliation call from President 
Marcos and vocal government critic Jaime Cardinal Sin, also said at a press forum that 
it would be difficult to hold the meeting, and differed on how it should be done. 


Labor Minister Blas Ople, a senior cabinet member and government spokesman, proposed 

the summit at a press forum here where he was joined by three opposition figures and 

a prominent activist businessman. "A national summit ... will probabley electrify this 
nation," Mr. Ople said, adding that such a conference could lead to a "national unity 
regime." But he quickly added that it would be difficult to achive the "visions that 
titillate us" and called for a "higher mutual tolerance" between Mr. Marcos and his 
political opponents before a summit could take place, 


Opposition and civic leaders seconded his proposal but laid conditions for participa- 
tion, topped by President Marcos's voluntary retirement or reduction of his special 
lawmaking and arrest powers. 
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M.P. Eva Estrada Kalaw, who heads one wing of the opposition Liberal Party, said Mr 
Marcos must also free all political prisoners as a sign of sincerity before the opposition 
agrees to sit down for reconciliation talks. She said the groundwork for reconciliation 
should be laid by a committee of five that includes one representative each from the 
ruling New Society Movement (KBL) Party, the moderate opposition, the radical opposition, 
communist insurgents, and the military. 


Jose Concepcion, a business tycoon who heads a movement for free and honest elections, 
said he and other civic leaders were set to meet with Cardinal Sin on an agenda for re- 
conciliation to be submitted to President Marcos shortly. He said that among the items 
to be included are the president's power to make laws by deed and order the summary 
detention of suspected dissidents, "clean and honest" elections, and an independent 
judiciary. "If we cannot achieve reconciliation before the elections, I shudder at the 
consequences,” he said, referring to the local government elections set for 1986 and the 
presidential poll set for 1987. 


The Philippines is wracked by political turmoil hi,nlighted by the growing insurgency 

led by the 12,000-15,000-strong communist New People's Army (NPA), and a two-year-old 
economic crisis, the country's worst since World War II. Mr. Marcos appealed for national 
reconciliation and unity on September 11 during a large outdoor rally marking his 65th 
birthday. He has been president since 1965, ruling by martial law from 1972 to 1981. 
Cardinal Sin aired the same message during the occasion and publicly embraced the chief 
executive whose regime he has strongly criticized since the martial-law years. They also 
released doves signifying peace and unity. 


Minister Ople, who is considered the leading intellectual in the cabinet, said the 
president was "looking for feedback" on his reconciliation call and welcomed Mr. 
Concepcion's announcement on the private sector's reaction. Mr. Concepcion said that 
after they submit the proposed agenda for reconciliation, "the onus now is on President 
Marcos." 


Economist Teofisto Guingona of the Bandila alliance of moderate parties and social 
democratic groups said Mr. Marcos and other prominent administration firms must first 
return at least some of their “hidden wealth" abroad. The opposition accused Mr. Marcos 
of amassing ill-gotten wealth during his 20-year-old rule and stashing it abroad through 
secret multimillion dollar holdings, particularly in the United States. Opposition M.P's 
filed an impeachment resolution against Mr Marcos on August 13 mainly over the corruption 
charge, but it was crushed by the KBL majority hours later. 
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